
years

F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  3 0  J U N E  2 0 2 1



2021 Annual Report   32   Friends of Cranbourne Gardens

12

Welcome 2

Acknowledgement of Country 3

President’s Report – In Review: 
  – A Roller Coaster Ride 4

The CFRBGV Committee 6

Highlights in Brief 8

Celebrating 30 Years of Friends 12

Special Interest Groups 14

Social Media 22

Membership Report 24

Treasurer’s Report 25

Audited Financial Statement 26

About Us 32

Contents

22

8

Welcome

We acknowledge that the Bunurong People 
are the traditional owners of the land on 
which the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 
is located, and pay our respect to their Elders 
past, present and emerging.    
  

We recognise the very special and respectful 
relationship that our First Peoples had, and 
continue to have, with the land and its waters. 
We acknowledge that this relationship is 
fundamental to Australian Indigenous culture: 
spiritual connectedness, language, law, 
family, and identity. 

Acknowledgement of Country

Red Sand Garden and 
ephemeral river bed.  

Photo: Janette Wilson

As we reflect on the achievements of our 

thirtieth year of existence as Friends of the 

Cranbourne Gardens our assessment must 

be through a COVID-lens. We have been 

challenged to continue some semblance of 

our usual activities.

Virtual connection and our Quicklink and 

Naturelink publications have been the 

constants keeping us in touch and when 

restrictions allowed, we have come together 

with Friends and found solace in the Gardens.

The Mother’s Day weekend plant sale was a 

joyous occasion which many felt reflected 

that life might really be returning to some 

semblance of normality. It was to be a 

premature excitement but nevertheless 

a hopeful reminder that COVID will not 

dominate our lives forever. 

We hope you have been able to visit the RBG 

Cranbourne to spend some time meandering 

the pathways, exploring the Gardens’ 

many delights, and admiring some of the 

restorative work underway. The Gardens 

staff have viewed the vicissitudes visited 

upon us as opportunities – to refresh and 

revitalise this very beautiful place, and it is 

looking wonderful. In the Australian Garden 

in particular, the new landscaping and fresh 

plantings have created a tapestry of colour 

and design, an artistic work of great beauty 

that subtly reflects our ancient continent. 

We are so fortunate to have this vast and 

wondrous place that is Cranbourne Botanic 

Gardens, to savour and enjoy.

We warmly invite you to attend our 

Annual General Meeting, which will be 

conducted online on Zoom, at 2pm on 

Sunday 7 November 2021. Information 

on how to register for the meeting is 

in preparation.

Cranbourne Friends’ tasks and activities 
are conducted in a spirit of friendship, 
cooperation and respect between 
members, to promote feelings of 
enjoyment and achievement.
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For much of the first half of 2020/21 
financial year, virtually all Friends operations 
were suspended due to the impact of the 
pandemic. In our absence from the Gardens, 
the Elliot Centre and Growing Friends 
Nursery provided COVID-safe workplaces for 
staff and in turn their 
nursery staff tended 
the Growing Friends 
‘orphaned’ plants. 

Once some restrictions 
were lifted, the 
Growing Friends 
nursery operated on a COVID-compliant 
roster with a reduced workforce. Face to face 
meetings of Cranbourne Friends Committee 
and Special Interest Groups were still largely 
suspended, although most managed to 
continue some of their activities online or 
off-site. 

Our Elliot Centre use eventually resumed, 
supported by strict observance of social 
distancing requirements, COVID-Safe 
Workplans and the introduction of the 
Victorian QR Code. 

Throughout the pandemic, the Committee 
was determined to maintain a sense of 
connection with its members by expanding 
the range of material published monthly in 
Quicklink and quarterly in Naturelink. We 
thank the many contributors who helped 
create each of these bumper publications 
and we trust they have been appealing and of 
interest to our membership. Our social media 
presence has been maintained and enhanced 
with wonderful Gardens images courtesy of 
staff and our ‘snap happy’ members.

Behind the scenes efforts have continued 
apace to get TidyHQ up and running. This 
administrative platform delivers us a single 
repository of membership information. This 

will ensure that membership status is better 
managed, reduce errors, streamline emailing 
to members, improve the membership 
payment process and record keeping and 
manage event bookings.

Our interactions 
with Chris Russell, 
Executive Director 
Cranbourne Gardens, 
and many other senior 
staff, are very much 
centred on two-way 
information sharing 

and collaboration. The Friends and Gardens 
relationship grows in strength and cohesion. 
This collaborative approach has been 
instrumental in enabling many projects 
including the:

•  roll out and implementation of the 
RBGV Child Safe Policy

•  provision of extensive feedback to the 
Gardens on the RBGV Volunteer Policy 
and the statement of ‘Authorisation of the 
Friends of the RBG Cranbourne Inc’

•  negotiations with the RBGV to lead the 
relationship with Hardie Grant to publish 
the Cranbourne Friends 30-year history Of 
Friends and Gardens by Carolyn Landon

•  consultation with the Committee and 
Growing Friends into the redesign of the 
Kiosk area.

Our Events Subcommittee continued in 
these strange times to bring you interesting 
offerings. Many of our events and tours were 
cancelled, some pivoted to being online. 
They all gave us a very welcome point of 
connection with our leaders, speakers, and 
other members, often transporting us to 
places not otherwise possible. 

President’s Report
In Review: a roller coaster ride

“Throughout the pandemic, the 
Committee was determined to 
maintain a sense of connection 

with its members...”

The fate of the Far North Queensland (FNQ) 
tour is but one example of a narrative that 
captures the curious synergy of highs and 
lows of the year. The actual tour fell at the 
Lockdown 4 hurdle, but we had the pleasure 
of being transported by Warren Worboys, 
who presented online for the Friends Open 
House in May, telling us of a recent Gardens 
expedition to the wet tropics of FNQ. This 
multi-disciplinary team gathered plant 
material from Mt Lewis for propagation at the 
Australian National Botanic Gardens and the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. In July, 
during a Walk and Gawk with John Arnott, 
members were treated to a chat with our 
horticultural team, thigh deep in excavating 
a new hidden pathway into the depths of the 
Gondwana Garden, where plants propagated 
from the expedition will live and create a 
new Cranbourne experience of this cloud 
forest flora. 

We are fortunate to have deep connections 
with a botanic and cultural treasure that has 
given us real and virtual opportunities to 
feel positive about the way forward. Every 
challenge for the Friends and for the Gardens 
has been met with a confident response, 
adapting, defying, and accommodating 
this pandemic.

My thanks to the committee who effectively 
take on demanding unpaid professional 
roles and to our volunteers, all of whom 
give unstintingly of their skills, expertise, 
and support. The value of volunteering can 
be underestimated, but the enhancement it 
brings to the lives of volunteers, and we trust 
to our membership and appreciators of the 
gardens, is inestimable. 

Erin Cosgriff

Photo: Janette Wilson
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Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria Inc. is an incorporated association 
operating in accordance with the rules of 
association registered with Consumer Affairs 
Victoria under the Associations Incorporation 
Reform Act (2012). 

The Association operates within the authority 
and policies of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria, undertaking voluntary tasks and 
organising activities and events which 
enhance community understanding and 
appreciation of the Gardens, and of Australian 
flora and fauna, and enabling donation of 
funds to support Gardens’ projects.

The Committee of management is an elected 
group given powers and responsibilities 
by the members to manage the affairs of 
the CFRBGV. 

Its work involves:

•  ensuring that actions align and 
comply with the objects and rules of 
the association 

•  developing policies to safeguard, guide 
and inform 

•  maintaining the smooth financial and 
operational functioning 

•  determining membership fees 

•  raising funds from grant offers and other 
activities and events

•  promoting awareness to attract 
membership, participation, and 
sales attendance

•  planning events and activities for the 
membership and the wider public 

•  creating and maintaining communication 
to ensure the membership is aware of key 
developments, matters of interest and 
forthcoming events

•  maintaining the Elliot Centre and the 
Growing Friends Nursery 

•  responding to the RBGC requests for 
project funding.

The Cranbourne Friends 
Committee of Management

Notes

(1)  The Committee’s Communication / Publication 
Team continues to be supported by Amy Akers 
and Chloe Foster who highlight all the wonders of 
the Garden and promote events and activities of 
the Friends using social media.

(2)  The Committee of Management welcomed 
Rachelle Orodio as Website Asset Manager. 
Rachelle Orodio has already upgraded the 
performance, storage capacity and security of the 
Cranbourne Friends website. Rachelle does not 
normally attend Committee Meetings.

(3)  During the 2020 – 2021 year the Committee of 
Management met virtually 11 times.

Royal Botanic 

CFRBGV
Committee

Special Interest
Groups

Members

Royal Botanic
Gardens Cranbourne

Committee membership and roles held are 
as follows:

President Erin Cosgriff

Vice President Rosemary Miller

Secretary Helen Kennedy

Treasurer Richard Clarke

Immediate Past President Roger Watts

Membership Secretary Alexandra Stalder

Events Coordinator Barbara Jeffrey

Communications  
/Publications Rosemary Miller

Editor Naturelink Rosemary Miller

Editors Quicklink Alexandra Stalder

 Janette Wilson

Grants Officer Helen Kennedy

Special Interest Group Liaison Jenny Potten

The Committee of Management is ably 
assisted by its Events Subcommittee. 

The composition of this Subcommittee is as 
follows:

Barbara Jeffrey Coordinator

Rodger Elliot Member 

Alex Smart Member 

Ros Shepherd Booking Officer

Ian Chisholm Member

Mick Robertson Member

Tim Morrow Audio Visual Technician

Lyn Blackburne Minutes & Member Benefits

Helen Morrow Open House Host

Melanie Fowler RBGC representative

Notes

(1)  We welcome Tim Morrow as our Audio-Visual 
Technician. Tim brings much experience to the 
role and has enabled the Events Committee to 
facilitate online access to one-off talks using 
Video Conferencing. 

(2)  Marjanne Rook departed the Events 
Subcommittee during the year after many years of 
active involvement. 

Notes

(3)  Ros Shepherd has fulfilled the role of Booking 
Officer in support of the Events Committee. 

  Each of these people makes a wonderful 
contribution and are warmly thanked for their 
enduring commitment.

Photo: Janette Wilson
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Broad Interest from the Board

Erin Cosgriff, President of the Cranbourne 
Friends, attended a very successful meeting 
and lunch with the Melbourne Friends 
President and the RBGV Board. Chair of the 
Board, Chris Trotman, has recently joined the 
Cranbourne Friends, attended the May plant 
sale, and initiated morning tea with members 
of the Cranbourne Friends Committee and 
members of the Special Interest Groups. 

While visiting to meet the Cranbourne 
Friends on site, Chris was accompanied by 
Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive 
of the RBGV. She was taken on a guided 
tour of the Elliot Centre with its refurbished 
library, display cases and herbarium, and the 
Growing Friends nursery. Chris was hugely 
impressed and complimentary about the 
work of the nursery and special interest 
group displays and has promised to bring 
all the Board members on a ‘walk around’ 
when they next visit Cranbourne for a 
Board meeting. 

Chris’s actions show that she is already 
deeply committed and supportive of all 
facets of the RBGV operation, including that 
of its affiliate organisations – the Friends. 
Her implicit understanding of relationships, 
interconnections and ensuing benefits is 
most welcome.

Safeguarding our Critters

In a year when funding projects for the 
Gardens with money raised from Friends 
events has been almost impossible due 
to COVID, it’s gratifying to know that two 
significant initiatives were completed 
as a result of successful Committee 
grant applications.

We regularly apply for grants to fund 
specific Gardens projects and in early 2020 
applied for two (worth $4,400 and $20,000 
respectively) under the Federal Government’s 
Communities Environment Program. And 
by mid-2021, the reports to signal the 
completion of both projects were finally 
signed off. Thanks to the hard work of the 

Highlights – In Brief Highlights – In Brief

Cranbourne Gardens staff, under pandemic 
restraints and over many months, visitors 
can now undertake their own citizen science 
research along the Climate Watch Trail, and 
precious wildlife can cross Philip Moors Drive 
– in sections where they’ve been particularly 
vulnerable – without being hit by a vehicle. 
We are pleased that further funding has been 
announced by Government to extend the 
safety barriers and tunnels along towards the 
entry, to keep our critters safe.

Auditorium Upgrade

New audio-visual equipment funded by 
the Friends in 2019/2020 was installed 
in the Auditorium and includes a new 
data projector, keypad, and connectivity 
upgrade along with speakers, an amplifier, 
microphones, and a wireless presentation 
system. Provision has also been made for 
training and onsite support for one year. We 
look forward to it being put to good use.

Possums are off limits! 

Much to the relief of Gardens staff, overhead 
possum-proof fencing has now been 
installed to protect the Gardens Nursery 
from marauding possums. This important 
enhancement to infrastructure was funded by 
the Cranbourne Friends. 

Maud Gibson Trust

After 20 years, of which 17 were as Chair of 
the Maud Gibson Trust Advisory Committee, 
Tony Darvall AM announced his retirement 
from both role and Committee. Rodger 
Elliot was subsequently elected as Chair for 
a two-year term. Both Tony and Rodger are 
to be commended for their many years of 
dedicated service to the Maud Gibson Trust.

Queen’s Birthday Honours

One of our own, Julie Watts, wife of Past 
President Roger, received an OAM for 
services to literature as a publisher in the 
2021 Queen’s Birthday Honours Awards. 

Photo: Janette Wilson
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Congratulations Julie! It’s wonderful for 
you to have recognition for all your many 
contributions to children’s literature.

A fresh look for the Friends Library 

One benefit of the long lockdown and 
reopening was that a merry band of spring 
cleaners and reorganisers couldn’t wait to 
get their hands on the Elliot Centre Friends’ 
library. After the last Gardens’ staff member 
had been extracted from their comfy 
hidey-hole, the select team went to work. 
And a revamped, refurnished, re-ordered 
and renewed library now awaits members 
visits. Do avail yourselves of the opportunity 
to check out the extensive selection of 
reference books – and there’s a spot for quiet 
reading too. 

Documenting Committee Roles 
and Responsibilities

A new document outlining the various roles 
and responsibilities of the Cranbourne 
Friends Committee of Management positions 
was developed. This has been instrumental 
in refocusing our efforts on developing a 
cohesive and supportive team that draws on 
the skills and talents of each member to the 
best effect. New support roles have been 
created as enthusiastic contributors have 
become available, ensuring a broadened 
skill base.

Highlights – In Brief

Photo: Janette Wilson

Photo: Prue Wright

Portuguese tarts anyone? 

When the Gardens café reopened this year 
under new management (the Atlantic Group), 
there was a sudden rush on the Portuguese 
tarts. One devotee was heard, more than 
once, urging others that such tasty morsels 
should not be missed.

We welcome John and his Atlantic 
team and applaud their ‘good-natured, 
can-do approach’. 

Highlights – In Brief

Bushfire relief

The Growing Friends nursery held over 
many plants during the lengthy periods of 
closure that were ready to go in the ground. 
A generous shipment was despatched 
to East Gippsland to assist with bushfire 
garden regeneration.

In memoriam

Finally, and sadly, the Cranbourne Friends 
noted the passing of Jenny Steinicke, a 
past RBGV Executive Director – Corporate 
Services, who passed away in 2020. After 
27 years of service with the RBGV, Jenny 
was well known and respected and had a 
strong involvement in the development of the 
Australian Garden. 

Long-standing Cranbourne Friend and loyal 
supporter Neville Hatten also died. Neville 
was a Committee Member for several years, 
was involved with the Events Subcommittee 
and also a member of Growing Friends. 
Neville is remembered as an extremely 
friendly and likeable bloke who was always 
ready to offer help! 

Photo: Janette Wilson

Photo: Janette Wilson

Gardens staff have seized opportunities to complete 
much needed works. Photo: Janette Wilson
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Celebrating 30 Years of Friends

In 2015, some far-sighted Friends 
argued the importance of 
capturing the early history of the 
Cranbourne Friends’ place within 
the establishment and formation 
of the Gardens. The Committee 
was thrilled that Carolyn Landon, 
a well-known and regarded local 
author and a Friend, agreed to 
take on this challenge.

Of Friends and Gardens is 
being published by the RBGV 
in conjunction with the Friends 
Committee, to commemorate  
 

the 30-year anniversary of the 
Cranbourne Friends and as part 
of celebrating 175 years of the 
RBG in Victoria.

We are fervently optimistic that 
the Friends’ story will be proudly 
celebrated with an in-person 
launch held at Cranbourne early 
in 2022. 

Thank you to the many Friends 
members and RBGV staff who 
have contributed their memories, 
photographs, ideas and efforts 
to ensure that this book 
reaches publication.

2003 AGM in Depot shed, 

John Armstrong presiding

President Don Jewell, Patron Dame Elisabeth 

Murdoch, the Honourable Peter Howson and Marian 

Brookes (RBG Board), at the first Friends AGM, 1992.

Warren Worboys and Friends members 

installing a rabbit-proof fence on 

Southern Boundary 1997.

Plant Sale, Meeting point, 

Australian Garden, 2007

Maud Gibson Trust 
Committee visits Australian 
Garden site in 2004, with 
Director Dr Philip Moors.

Thank you to 
Gwen and 
Rodger Elliot, 
Don Jewell, Jill 
Burness and 
many others 
for photos.

Visitors book recording who 
was present when the idea 
of Cranbourne Friends Group 
was introduced, 1990.

Celebratory BBQ at Stringybark after first 

Friends AGM, 1992.

Friends Xmas function 
at Stringybark, 2007.

Friends Weedbuster Day, 
at Front Block RBGC 1997.

Volunteers at the first Friends’ nursery, 1994

Carolyn Landon
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Basketry 

With a year of COVID, our group most 
frequently met virtually over Zoom. An 
average of six people attended monthly 
meetings, with only two sessions being held 
at the Elliot Centre, two sessions at private 
residences, one session at the Stringybark 
picnic area and all remaining sessions held 
via Zoom. There’s been a lot of interest from 
new Friends (11 new enquiries) wanting to join 
the group, but because when we can meet in 
person has been limited, some prospective 
members have yet to connect with the group 
or have failed to stay in touch. Our group had 
a core membership of 18 people, but we lost 
seven experienced, long-term basketmakers 
when the Working with Children Card was 
made mandatory, so we now only have 
a core membership of ten. The Basketry 
group looks forward to when we can meet 
more consistently at the Elliot Centre in the 
year ahead.

Maree Hart

Special Interest Groups

Photo: Janette Wilson

Special Interest Groups

Botanical Illustrator Group

The Botanical Illustrators group this past 
year has been COVID-affected like any other 
group, but we have had positive events that 
are very noteworthy. 

At the end of last year, as we couldn’t meet 
inside, we decided to meet a couple of 
times at the Stringybark car park area and 
pathways where we could do some open-
air drawing and share some lunch. We really 
appreciated being able to get together after 
so long. Also, it was good to share lunch with 
the kangaroos and wallabies in the bushland 
and to see the different flora that grows here. 
It’s an area that I would not have discovered 
if these meetings were not organised.

When we were allowed to meet at the Elliot 
Centre, the group came together to catch up 
with all their latest artwork. There were so 
many great works, all with different subjects - 
leaves, birds, flowers, in different mediums. I 
am always amazed at the talent that we have 
in the Botanical illustration group. It appears 
that everyone had managed to find a way 
of continuing with their work, some taking 
advantage of the time to do an online lesson 
or two. 

One of our members, Kerryn Robinson, has 
kindly donated a copy of the book, Orchids 
of Cardinia to the Friends library. This special 
gift, which offers a very comprehensive study 
of orchids in the Cardinia area, was reviewed 
in Naturelink. 

Our last group event was compiling a variety 
of cards for display and sale at the plant 
sale in May. Most members contributed and 
a big thank you to all involved for their very 
professional illustrations. Artworks are so 
individual and use a variety of mediums - 
linocuts, watercolour, drawing and pen and 

ink. One hundred and twenty-five cards were 
sold which was a great result. 

Looking forward, the group hopes to offer 
one or two workshops next year, which we 
hope most of our members will attend. Watch 
this space for more developments in the 
2021/2022 year.

Chandos Ford

Events 

The realities of this pandemic had devastating 
consequences for many of the events 
planned for 2020/21. Regrettably, tours to 
Far North Queensland and Sicily had to be 

The Botanic Illustrators were delighted with Kerryn 
Robinson’s book of beautiful Orchids photographs.
This is her photo of Thelymitra ixioides (Spotted 
Sun orchid) and native bee. 

Basket by Cynthia Lai. Photo: Basketmakers
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cancelled due to travel restrictions within and 
outside Australia. 

The reputation of the Cranbourne 
Friends program of organised tours has 
grown in strength, so much so that tour 
announcements are often keenly awaited. 
Invariably, these tours prove popular and are 
always fully booked. Indeed, the pull of the 
Sicily tour has attracted travellers from other 
States and Territories within Australia.

Decisions to cancel tours are heartfelt and a 
source of considerable disappointment.

It is particularly important to acknowledge 
the efforts of our individual tour organisers 
who dedicate enormous amounts of personal 
time to planning, negotiating, and arranging 
all the detail involved in making a major 

event like an overseas or interstate tour into 
a reality. It’s also disappointing for those 
many participants who have prepared, 
researched, and looked forward to their 
holiday adventure. 

It is for these reasons that the Events 
Subcommittee has decided not to organise 
any further overseas or interstate tours 
until 2023, by which time it is hoped, the 
pandemic will be under control and travel 
plans more reliable. 

Other events like the Annual Lunch, various 
workshops, talks and demonstrations, visits 
to the Fern Gully and the National Herbarium, 
the self-drive discovery tour to the Great 
Ocean Road & the Otways, and the Winter 
Plant Sale all had to be cancelled. More 

Special Interest Groups

Walk and Gawk with John Arnott was one of the 
few events not affected by Covid restrictions.
Photo: Prue Wright

recently, Spring 2021 events have had to be 
been cancelled once more.

Determined not to lose heart, the Events 
Committee was able to make Open House 
talks available using Zoom. Highlights for 
2020/21 included the Southwest Australia’s 
Biodiversity Hotspot - The Fitzgerald River 
National Park; Tropical Mountain Plant 
Science in Queensland, 2018 Tour of Sicily 
and Nature of My Art. 

The audio-visual skills that Tim Morrow has 
been able to bring to the Subcommittee have 
meant that when restrictions allow, face-to-
face Open House forums can be held at the 
Elliot Centre whilst simultaneously video 
conferenced using Zoom. 

Keep your eye out for the Summer Edition of 
Naturelink for news of the many exciting new 
events planned for 2022.

The Events Committee is always open to 
new ideas so if you have any suggestions, 
please get in touch. Our aim always is to 
provide events that are appealing to the 
Friends membership.

Barbara Jeffrey

Fabricators’ Group

Throughout the Summer months, the 
Botanical Fabricators Group enjoyed casual 
meetings in the Cranbourne Gardens. 
Sometimes the weather was perfect, 
sometimes members sheltered beside the 
kiosk. Most importantly they were able 
to enjoy the ambience of the Gardens 
and good company after past months of 
COVID restrictions.

In April the group was at last able to return 
to the Elliot Centre where members took 

Special Interest Groups
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the opportunity to check the stock of items 
amassed during three periods of lockdown.

In perfect weather, the Fabricators and 
Botanical Illustrators again joined with the 
Growing Friends at the May Plant Sale. It was 
also Mother’s Day and the new managers 
of Boon Wurrung Café provided interesting 
new food at the kiosk. All combined to 
make a most successful weekend. Sales for 
the combined stall totalled over $1,445, of 
which a little over $620 was raised from 
selling Illustrators cards. The remainder 
was made up from sales of raffle tickets, 
sets of pots and plants and other useful and 
quirky products. This was by far the most 
the Fabricators have been able to raise at an 
event of this nature. 

Only ten members of the Fabricators Group 
agreed to sign the RBGV Child Safety 
Program documents introduced during 
2020/21. Sadly, their reluctance to embrace 
this policy resulted in a significant loss 
of members. 

Despite this dramatic change in membership, 
the inventiveness and creativity of the group 
continues to flourish with many new ideas in 
the pipeline.

Wendy Smart

Friends In Focus 

Friends in Focus is a close-knit and 
supportive group whose members have 
continued to pursue their photographic 
interests, rising to the challenges this year 
has presented by taking photographs in 
their own gardens or neighbouring parks 
and reserves. Pursuing a creative occupation 
has contributed to members’ wellbeing and 
engaged them to produce historic documents 
for the future. Membership has remained 

stable throughout the year and those 
who have been housebound and limited 
in their movement have appreciated the 
contributions provided by others.

Friends in Focus has succeeded in 
maintaining regular contact throughout the 
year through monthly issues of the group’s 
newsletter, the Cranbourne Lens, with the 
15th issue circulated in June. This publication 
has provided a platform for sharing members’ 
news and images, as well as including 
photographic hints and announcements from 
the Friends Committee and other sources. 
Several important botanical events were 
acknowledged during the year, such as 
Eucalyptus Day and Botanic Gardens Day, 
although we were unable to have a physical 
presence in the Gardens at the time. A Virtual 
“Show and Tell” of members’ images was 
included in the November issue.

We were able to hold three meetings in the 
Gardens during March, April, and May. At 
other times, some members made individual 
visits whenever permitted. Our April meeting 
allowed us to organise a presentation 
ceremony at the Elliot Centre attended by 

Special Interest Groups Special Interest Groups

President Erin and Vice-President Rosemary 
followed by one at the Visitor Centre when 
we handed over two copies of the group’s 
photobook entitled Friends in Focus A Year 
in the Australian Garden 2019. At our May 
meeting, we were able to hold a face-to-
face “Show and Tell” in the Elliot Centre, 
where members displayed their photographic 
images in the form of electronic slideshows 
and a variety of photobooks. A walk followed, 
where we took photos in the Australian 
Garden and ended up at the Plant Sale.

Some members submitted images for the 
Friends Membership Card and the Quirky 
Photo Competition. Members’ images have 
regularly appeared in Friend’s publications 
and on social media. Members have also 
found new ways of using their photographs 
to learn and inform others about their passion 
for plants and the natural environment.

Judith V Cooke

Friends in the Garden

Due to lockdowns and health safety 
restrictions in Victoria, the Friends in the 
Garden group was not able to be active in 
the Australian Garden during the second 
half of 2020. To keep in touch, emails and 
articles of interest were shared amongst 
group members. 

After an enforced break of ten months, 
normal activities resumed in February 2021. 
Trent Loane, Team Leader Horticulture, 
coordinates the gardening assignments 
undertaken by Friends in the Garden, 
although each month the group works under 
the guidance of different horticulture staff. 
This offers a variety of experiences and 
learning opportunities for the volunteers.

A request by the horticulture staff that the 
Friends in the Garden change their meeting 
day, gave rise to three members and one 
prospective member stepping back from the 
group. This depletion of volunteer numbers 
was further compounded when two other 
members had to bid farewell due to issues of 
ill health. 

Conversely, this change opened up new 
opportunities for others. Friends in the 
Garden has been able to welcome six 
new members as well as two prospective 
members who are keen to soon try their hand 
at gardening with the horticulture team. 

FIGs tending trial beds. Photo: Christine Kenyon

Friends in Focus members with Visitor Centre staff. 
Photo: Laurie Living
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It seems that an article in the Autumn Edition 
of Naturelink stimulated the interest of many, 
whilst another self-motivated visitor to the 
Gardens looked up ‘Volunteering in the 
Gardens’. Friends in the Gardens can now 
boast 11 members all of whom are regularly 
called upon to help out each month.

We invite Friends to try out the group to 
get a sense of what’s involved. It’s only a 
three-hour commitment and best of all, each 
session finishes up with lunch in the café.

Christine Kenyon

Growing Friends

The 20/21 year has been rather unsettling 
with numerous lockdowns. Ongoing COVID 
restrictions limited our ability to replenish 
stock ready for the usual March plant sale. In 
the meantime, we decided to sell off some 
stock that had been cared for at home by 
volunteers during the long lockdown and held 
a sale in the nursery for Cranbourne Friends 
members only on a December weekend. It 
was attended by some of our ‘old’ customers 
who were pleased to visit the nursery once 
again. Later, some of the remaining stock 
was donated to the East Gippsland Fire 
Recovery Project.

Early in 2021, the Gardens’ Learning and 
Participation program requested some 
hundreds of our small plants for educational 
purposes; these will be supplied throughout 
the school year.

In addition, some hundreds of indigenous 
plants have been supplied to the City of 
Casey’s Gardens for Wildlife Program. Most 
of these were provided to local Community 
kindergartens and were happily planted, 
under supervision, by the little ones. Others 
were used at the Southern Brown Bandicoot 
festivities in late April.

Luckily, just before another lockdown, we 
were able to hold a most successful plant 
sale in the Gardens on Mother’s Day. It was 
a delightful and liberating event attended 
by many customers, who almost emptied 
our benches. Thank you to the Cranbourne 
Friends, many of whom are regular 
customers, for their support. 

Our nursery shed continues to be shared 
and enjoyed one day per week by the Orchid 
Research Program volunteers. 

Special Interest Groups

Once again, as we have done for some years 
now, a weekly, fresh supply of GF plants 
is put on display on tables at the Gardens’ 
café, in pots decorated by the Friends 
Fabricators group.

We continue to receive expressions of 
interest from Friends seeking to join our 
group. As we are not in a position to take on 
new volunteers at the moment, we have a 
long waiting list, which is at present closed.

Last years’ financial success and range of 
work accomplished have not been possible, 
but our work continues as best we can, 
when we can. We look forward to a return 
to more normal times and plant sales in the 
near future.

Marjanne Rook

Herbarium Collectors

Disappointingly, the Herbarium Collectors 
were in COVID-related recess for the majority 
of 2020/21. During that time two of our 
members retired, one being a photographer, 
which reduced us to only one. It is vitally 
important to have two photographers, and 
fortunately, thanks to Friends in Focus, we 
now welcome Peter Williamson to our group. 

We were only able to resume activities in 
May 2021. With a great sense of excitement 
to be back, the team eagerly agreed to work 
with Warren Worboys Curator Horticulture, 
at Cranbourne to record, photograph and 
collect specimens of a Eucalyptus hybrid 
found beside the track in the Woodland 
Picnic area.

This plant is a Eucalyptus goniocalyx subsp. 
goniocalyx x E.viminalis subsp. pryoriana. 
Warren described the flower buds as 
similar to those on E. goniocalyx, which 
has a swollen operculum (cap) with distinct 

angle lines down either side of the bud and 
the peduncle is flattened. The E. v. subsp. 
pryoriana flower bud is diamond-shaped and 
quite round. The hybrid has a cone-shaped 
operculum, and the fruit looks identical to the 
E. v. pryoriana, whereas the E. goniocalyx has 
a sunken disc. These differences between the 
shapes of the operculum, fruit and peduncle 
indicated that we had found a hybrid.

Everyone was very excited to have 
discovered a rarity. Neville Walsh, the 
Senior Conservation Botanist at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Victoria, is very interested, 
indicating that samples will be added to the 
Melbourne Herbarium Collection.

Our June meeting was the victim of another 
lockdown, but we remain hopeful that we 
can return for more collecting whilst orchids 
are flowering.

Nola Foster

Special Interest Groups

The Growing Friends only Plant Sale for 2021 
proved to be a very popular event.  
Photo Janette Wilson

Herbarium Collectors, 2019. Photo Mack Fenwick.
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The Friends’ social media accounts have 
performed well over the last financial year, 
with our Facebook and Instagram followers 
hitting the 3,000 and 5,000 milestones 
respectively during this period. See below for 
further details:

Our most popular Facebook post was in 
March and contained photos taken by 
Ollie Sherlock, Conservation Officer at the 
Cranbourne Gardens, of two male Lowland 
Copperhead snakes battling it out in Seaford. 
It generated a lot of interest and was shared 

Social Media
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Lechenaultia biloba and Maireana sedifolia in the 
Weird and Wonderful Garden, 391 likes. 
Photo: Amy Akers

Imperial Jezebel Butterfly (Delias harpalyce). 
Photo: Ollie Sherlock 
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Lowland Copperheads Austrelaps superbus, males 
in ‘combat’, captured on Seaford foreshore walking 
track by Ollie Sherlock, Conservation Officer – 
Cranbourne Gardens.

RBGC has created a new staff position 
and appointed Mathew Lynn as Digital 
Assistant for the Cranbourne Gardens. 

We look forward to enhanced joint 
promotion of the Gardens  

and of the Friends.

by 22 people. Due to 
its popularity the post 
reached 3,900 people 
on Facebook. 

Our most popular 
Instagram post was in October and was of 
two photos taken by Amy Akers of Blue 
Lechenaultia (Lechenaultia biloba) and Pearl 
Bluebush (Maireana sedifolia) in the Weird 
and Wonderful Garden. It had 390 likes 

and was seen by 
3,100 people.

Chloe Foster has 
kindly assisted me with 
running our Facebook 

account, including replying to various 
queries that we receive. We have had a lot 
of contributors of photos and videos during 
the past year, and I would especially like to 
thank Ricardo Simao, Manager Environmental 
Systems, and Ollie Sherlock for providing 
us with photos of the Gardens during the 
lockdowns when no one else was able 
to attend.

Amy Akers

“We have had a lot of 
contributors of photos and 

videos during the past year...”
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We were very pleased this year to introduce 
the TidyHQ online system to assist in 
the management of Cranbourne Friends 
memberships. This system adds to the 
payment methods we can offer current and 
prospective members, enabling credit card 
payments, and the capacity for members 
to update changes to their contact details 
online. The adoption of this system has also 
enabled the Friends to move to a ‘rolling’ 
membership structure so that new members 
joining can receive a full year’s membership 
regardless of when they join. 

As was the case last year, the pandemic-
related Garden closures and the cancellation 
of many events limited our capacity for 
membership growth. However, there have 
also been some rays of hope. The Autumn 
plant sale saw 42 wonderful new members 
join us – a new plant sale record. We are 
looking forward to more such opportunities 
for growth in the year to come.

The 2020 – 2021 financial year was 
one dominated by COVID-19 and its 
repercussions. The Elliot Centre was given 
over to Gardens Management to enable 
social distancing of their staff for about seven 
months and since then 
Covid restrictions have 
severely limited the 
practical use of the 
centre. The continuing 
uncertainty of 
lockdowns and border 
closures resulted in event planning being 
suspended with only one small event being 
held with a break-even result. An eagerly 
anticipated tour to Far North Queensland 
for 35 participants was cancelled for the 
second time in two years at only two-day’s 
notice. Unfortunately, cancellation fees were 
incurred, but otherwise all levies and tour 
fees were refunded to participants.

On a positive note, a very successful plant 
sale was held on a sunny weekend in May 
in between lockdowns. The sale raised 
over $22,000 and, when combined with 
miscellaneous plant sales of $12,000, totalled 
$34,000, and provided the major source of 

revenue for the year. The committee is very 
appreciative of the support maintained by 
members through subscriptions amounting 
to $18,000.

As might be expected, 
expenses were 
reduced accordingly. 
$10,170 was the major 
expense item for 
the year being the 
Friends contribution 

to the forthcoming publication of Carolyn 
Landon’s History of the Friends. There was 
a net operating income of $25,457 for the 
year. Given the carry-over of funds from the 
previous year and the absence of events 
(other than the plant sale) due to COVID-19, 
the Cranbourne Friends is in a strong 
financial position. Very good and regular 
communications are maintained with the 
Director on the support that the Friends can 
provide for the Gardens. We look forward 
to next year returning to some degree 
of normality. 

Richard Clarke

Treasurer’s Report

$34,000 
contributed
by Growing Friends 
Plant Sale

$18,000 
contributed by
Membership dues

$10,170 
toward Publication
Of Friends and Gardens  
by Carolyn Landon

“The committee is very 
appreciative of the support 
maintained by members...”

Lilypad Walkway, Photo: Prue Wright

Membership Report

This year’s card features our iconic New Holland 
Honeyeaters, Phylidonyris novaehollandiae, 
perched atop a Hakea corymbosa (Cauliflower 
Hakea) in the Dry River Bed area in the Australian 
Garden. Photo: Chris Clarke
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CRANBOURNE FRIENDS  
BOTANIC GARDENS VICTORIA

INCORPORATED
ABN 43 551 008 609

FINANCIAL REPORTS  
FOR YEAR ENDED

30 JUNE 2021

Kevin Jessup | Chartered Accountant

0407 545 288

Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc.

  2020 2021

Income

 Membership Subscriptions 17,825.00 18,018.00

 Sales of Plants by Growing Friends 84,056.98 34,280.06

 Events Gross Receipts 24,322.40 241.80

 Sales Other 131.00 - 

 Grants (Note 1) 24,900.00 - 

 Exhibitions & SIG Revenue 1,885.50 1 ,308.60

 Donations 863.00 71.44

 Interest 281.94 42.66

Total Income 154,265.82 53,962.56

Expenses

 Administration & Newsletter Expenses (Note 2) 15,886.69 13,043.21

 Depreciation 1,876.00 1,612.00

 Donations to Royal Botanic Gardens 140,003.00 10,170.00

 Events Expenses (Note 3) 6,570.39 240.00

 Prepaid Tour Expenses 3,000.00 -

 Purchases & Supplies - Growing Friends 9,725.34 3,045.03

 Special Interest Group Expenses 200.00 -

 Sales - other expenses - 395.00

Total Expenses 177,261.42 28,505.24

Net Operating Income/(Loss) (22,995.60) 25,457.32

Profit and Loss 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2021
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Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc.
Notes to the Accounts

For the Year Ended 30 June 2021

  2020 2021

Note 1: Income Received

 Grants

 Victorian Department of Industry  20,000.00  –

 Victorian Department of Infrastructure  4,400.00   –

 Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Authority  500.00  –

  24,900.00  –

Note 2: Administration & Newsletter Expenses

 Accounting & Licence Fees  528.49  2,315.42

 Catering Costs - Open House & Other  378.60  75.85

 Conference Fees  3,060.00  50.00

 Credit Card Merchant Fees  157.50  778.12

 Filing & Statutory Fees  59.20  59.20

 Insurances  492.20  502.05

 Membership - Printing, Stationery & Postage  176.00  770.00

 Naturelink - Printing & Postage  5,869.39  6,157.69

 Publicity  368.50  164.00

 Printing, Stationery & Postage - General  546.61  

 Repairs and Replacements - 1,157.27

 Subscriptions  385.00  235.00

 Telephone  808.50  544.61

 Tributes & Presentations  2,912.80  105.00

 Website & Domain Name  143.90  129.00

   15,886.69 13,043.21

Note 3: Events Expenses

 Walks & Talks  339.03  -

 Workshops  1,723.36  240.00

 Discovery Days  406.00  -

 Discovery Tours  4,102.00  -

  6,570.39 240.00

   2020 2021 2021

Assets

 Current Assets

 Cash at Bank

  National Bank - Current Accounts  26,283.65  66,517.97  

  National Bank - Raffle Account  -  50.00  

  National Bank - Savings Account  85,437.14  85,437.14  

    111,720.79   152,005.11 

 Cash on Hand  120.00    120.00 

 Prepaid Tour Expenses -  3,000.00

 Sundry Debtors  4,070.00    820.00 

 Total Current Assets  115,910.79    155,945.11 

 Fixed Assets

  Plant & Equipment - at cost  28,176.06  28,771.06  

  Less Provision for Depreciation (21,012.00) (22,624.00) 

    7,164.06    6,147.06

NET ASSETS  123,074.85    162,092.17

Liabilities

 Current Liabilities

  Subscriptions Received in Advance  7,302.00   11,014.00

  Foundation Donations Rec’d in Adv  1,646.00  –  

  Advanced Bookings  5,700.00  17,194.00  

 Total Liabilities  14,648.00   28,208.00 

NET ASSETS  108,426.85    133,884.17 

 Represented by:   

 Equity

  Retained Earnings - brought forward  131,422.45    108,426.85 

  Current Earnings - 2021 (22,995.60)  25,457.32

TOTAL EQUITY  108,426.85    133,884.17

Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc.
Balance Sheet

For the Year Ended 30 June 2021
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Independent Auditor’s Report 
To the Members of Cranbourne Friends Royal 
Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc.

I have audited the accompanying financial report of Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc. (the 
“Association”), which comprises profit and loss statement and balance sheet as at 30 June 2021.

The Committee responsibility for the financial report

The Committee of the Association is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in 
accordance with Australian Accounting Standards – Reduced Disclosure Requirements and the Associations Incorporation 
Reform Act 2012. This responsibility includes establishing and maintaining internal controls relevant to the preparation and 
fair presentation of the financial report that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting 
and applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.

Auditor’s responsibility

My responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on my audit. I conducted my audit in accordance 
with Australian Auditing Standards which require me to comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit 
engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the financial report is free 
from material misstatement,

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment of the risks of material 
misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error.

In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the Association’s preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial report in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Association’s internal control. An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the 
Committee, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial report.

I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my audit opinion.

Independence

In conducting my audit, I have complied with the independence requirements of the Associations Incorporation Reform 
Act 2012.

Auditor’s opinion

In my opinion:

The financial report of Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc. is in accordance with the 
Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012, including:

(1) Giving a true and fair view of the Association’s financial position as at 30 June 2021 and of its performance 
for the year ended on that date: and

(2) Complying with Australian Accounting Standards – Reduced Disclosure Requirements and the 
Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012.

KEVIN JESSUP

Chartered Accountant

Balwyn North

11th August 2021

Certificate by Members of 
the Committee

We, Erin Cosgriff and Richard Clarke, being 
members of the Committee of Cranbourne 
Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc., 
certify that the statements attached to this 
certificate give a true and fair view of the 
financial position of Cranbourne Friends 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc during 
and at the end of the financial year of the 
association ending on 30 June 2020.

ERIN COSGRIFF

RICHARD CLARKE

Dated

Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc.

Statement by Members of 
the Committee

The Committee has determined that the 
association is not a reporting entity and that 
this special purpose financial report should 
be prepared in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards as applicable to not-
for-profit organisations.

In the opinion of the Committee the financial 
statements:

 1.   Present fairly the financial position 
of Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria Inc. as at 30 June 2021 
and its performance for the year ended 
on that date.

 2.   At the date of this statement there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that 
Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria Inc. will be able to pay 
its debts as and when they fall due.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the 
Committee and is signed for and on behalf of 
the Committee by:

ERIN COSGRIFF

RICHARD CLARKE

Dated

28 August 2021

28 August 2021
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Seeking New Members

We are always seeking new members. If 
you know of someone whom you think 
might enjoy becoming a member of the 
Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria, please encourage them to join us. 

Further, if you believe you have skills that 
may be of use to the committee, please 
come forward and speak to us at any time. 

We are looking for people with an array of 
skills, initiative and energy. Ideally, these 
skills would be of benefit to the committee 
as a whole, but if regular attendance at an 
actual or virtual meeting is not possible then 
periodic consultation could also be helpful. 
We have some exciting plans ahead and 
work very much as a team. 

Contact: 
The President 
president@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

The Secretary 
secretary@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

The Membership Secretary 
membership@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

The Cranbourne Friends  
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Inc.,  
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 
Cnr Ballarto Road and Botanic Drive, 
Cranbourne VIC 3977

 www.facebook.com/rbgfriendscranbourne

www.instagram.com/friendsrbgcranbourne
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