
Mycena in the bushland, July 2019, from the 2019 Friends in Focus photobook. See page 12.
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Discovery tour: Alpine Victoria wildflower adventure 
15-21 January, 2022

The mountains are calling!   

The Cranbourne Friends are again planning a January tour of 
the Victorian Alps. Previous tours, most recently held in 2017 
and 2019, have proven very popular with Friends members 
wishing to visit this remarkable part of the state.

Based at Mt Hotham, with accommodation at the wonderfully 
situated Kalyna Ski Club, tour participants will enjoy seven 
days of spectacular scenery and magnificent alpine blooms. 
The program for the period will involve walks and rambles and 
likely a few day trips to areas further afield. We are hoping 
to have Rodger Elliot and Neville Walsh, Senior Conservation 
Botanist, RBGV, as our botanical guides on this tour to further 
expand our appreciation and knowledge of Victoria’s unique 
alpine flora and ecosystems.

Further information, and a detailed itinerary will be available in 
the later editions of Naturelink or Quicklink.

In the meantime, if you are interested in being part of this 
wonderful Hotham Wildflowers Adventure, please complete 
the Expression of Interest section on the Booking Form and 
forward it to the Booking Officer, Barbara Jeffrey (bookings@
rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au).

Mauve Leek 
Orchid, 
Prasophyllum 
suttonii, Mt 
Hotham.

Photos: 
Alexandra 
Stalder, January 
2021

A blush of trigger plants, Stylidium 
montanum, Dargo High Plains Rd.
Bogong Daisy-bush, Olearia frostii, 
Mt Hotham.

Sunset from the Kalyna Ski Club, 
January 2019. Photo: Peter Miller

Save the Date – Sunday, 4th July 2021 

Keep this day free to come along to our Events Planning Session Day for 
2022. All members are welcome to have their input to proposed events for 
2022.

When: Sunday 4th July 2021
Time: 9:30am – 2:00pm
Where: RBGV Auditorium

If you are unable to attend, all ideas are welcome. Please email them to 
Barbara Jeffrey (events@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au).

Cranbourne Friends events - planning for 2022

mailto:bookings%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:bookings%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:events%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=


3
VOLUME 28 | 2 
WINTER  2021

We acknowledge the 
Traditional Custodians of the 
land on which we work and 
learn, the peoples of the Kulin 
(Koolin) Nation, and pay our 
respects to their Elders past, 
present and future.

Your 2021/22 membership renewal 
Payment by credit card is now available for Cranbourne Friends 
members.  With our new TidyHQ membership system, it is now 
possible for members to renew quickly and easily online. 

Until recently all member accounts expired on 30 June 2021. 
Members with this expiry date need to renew soon and will 
receive an email from TidyHQ with information on how to do this, 
in the week beginning Monday 24 May, 2021.

Please be assured that members who prefer to pay by cheque or 
bank transfer can still do so, in the usual manner.  A membership 
form is included with this copy of Naturelink. 

Paying through TidyHQ – a guide
Step 1 – You receive an email from TidyHQ saying it is time for you to 
renew your Cranbourne Friends RBGV membership. 

Step 2 – Click on the link provided in the email. 

Step 3 – The link will take you to your account on the Friends TidyHQ 
platform. 

Step 4 –To log in you need to both activate your account and set a 
password (unless you already have a TidyHQ account with another 
group).

Step 5 – Once you can log in, go to Membership and pay your renewal 
via credit card. You will receive a receipt by email.

Step 6 – You can also check your Profile and amend address/telephone 
details by going to Edit, making change/s and then clicking Save.

Please note: 
• Only pay your Friends renewal ONCE – Either through TidyHQ OR 
by form and bank transfer OR by form and cheque.
• The Cranbourne Friends have NOT enabled automatic renewals for 
your renewals in this system. 
• New members recently enrolled with an expiry date in October 
or next year, do not need to renew yet, and will receive advice by email 
when it is time to renew. Check the back of your membership card for 
your expiry date.
 
If you experience any problems using this system, or have any feedback, 
please contact:
• Membership Secretary, Alexandra Stalder by email (membership@

rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au) or phone - 0431025733. 
• Editor, Rosemary Miller, by email (editor@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.

au) or phone - 0422893745.

Cranbourne Friends Tidy HQ Platform.

Sample email from TidyHQ.

Existing membership 
form.

Current members of the 
Cranbourne Friends receive a 15% 
discount on purchases at Growing 
Friends Plant Sales.

mailto:membership%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:membership%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:editor%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:editor%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
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Zoom sessions - Cranbourne Friends

Two online talks have been held, and two more are coming up.  
Similar to our Open House sessions there will be no charge to join 
these online talks, but is important that you register via our website. 
The talks are for members only.

Friday 28th, May 2021, at 11am
Rodger Elliot, Wendy Smart and Alf Reina 
Cranbourne Friends Tour 2018 - Sicily

Thursday 24th June, at 2pm 
Sandi Steward, The Nature of My Art

Sandi Steward and her husband John are active members of the 
Cranbourne Friends, The publishing of her book The Nature of my 
Art was Sandi’s Covid 19 isolation project. Living in the Western Port 
region, Sandi is drawn to the mangroves and fascinated by them, 
but also, as an artist, challenged by the ‘green and brown palette’. 
She has developed an acute appreciation of the fragile ecosystem 
of the mangrove swamps. 

Sandi’s pastel art creatively illuminates the crucial role of mangroves 
in the Western Port environment.

If you wish to join either of the Zoom Talks listed, please visit our 
website: www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au to book using the 
online booking form.

After you have registered, you will be notified of the meeting 
number and password between 3-7days prior to the talk date.  
Please do not give the meeting number and password to any 
other person. All Cranbourne Friends taking part must register. 

Bindi & Buddy 
Children’s author and illustrator Jo Watson launched her 
new book, Bindi & Buddy, at Cranbourne Gardens on 14 
April.

Bindi & Buddy, which celebrates the endangered southern 
brown bandicoot, can be purchased in the Gardens Shop 
at Melbourne or Cranbourne Gardens.

Bindi & Buddy is the first of three quite different but 
special books to be published by Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria in 2021, as part of the  Gardens’ 175th anniversary; 
the two books to come are first, a 175 year history of the 
Botanic Gardens, and second, (planned for an October 
or November launch) is Carolyn Landon’s History of the 
Cranbourne Friends.

Cloister at Monreale 
Cathedral, Sicily. 
Photo: Alf Reina 

Sandi Steward’s book.

http://www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

President’s report | Erin Cosgriff

Dear members
We are very pleased to have resumed residence in the Elliot Centre after a year 
of it serving as additional office accommodation for our Gardens staff. Our 
lovely spaces are looking quite spruced up and ready for resumption of the 
myriad activities that our Special Interest Groups are now allowed to gather 
together to enjoy - welcome back SIGs! Somewhat more normal times are 
gradually returning.

The first face-to-face meeting of the Friends in Focus delivered their beautiful 
2019 Friends in Focus photobook. The presentation was long-delayed due to 
the 2020 hiatus, but it was worth waiting for. It is an excellent addition to the 
refurbished library for you to savour when visiting.  A second copy given to the 
Visitor Centre will eventually be displayed.

A major work of the last six months has been ensuring that all our regular on-
site group members – committee, events subcommittee and SIGs – sign up 
for the RBGV Child Safe Program. Thanks go to the Committee members who 
have administered this complex task and to all the 100+ members who have 
been asked to complete the process. We consider it essential to support the 
Gardens in fully embedding a culture of safety and care for children and all 
vulnerable people enjoying our iconic Australian Garden.

We are still treading cautiously – awaiting vaccinations and a little more 
confidence before resuming all activities. There will be a Committee and also 
an Events Planning Day mid-year. I invite you to have input into these planning 
discussions. We will advise dates via Quicklink.

In the meantime, please consider how we remain relevant and refreshed as an 
organisation. Many have found the COVID period to be one of reflection and 
you may now be looking for more connection and purpose. We urgently need 
contributors to the administration of your Friends. Consider if you have skills 
to contribute to the running of the organisation. We have recently welcomed 
two new contributors who have taken on niche roles supporting our work:  
Rachelle Orodio is now managing our website, and Tim Morrow is our audio-
visual technical support. A third person has expressed interest in assisting with 
Events publicity.  There are many small but valuable roles that do not entail 
direct committee membership - although we welcome that too. Please be in 
touch if you’d like a more active role.

Please let us know if you would also just like to contribute ideas: put on your 
thinking caps, consider your network and your activities wish list.  Can we 
reinstate face-to-face Open House after a few months of online talks? Will 
you come along? By all means drop me a quick note with any light bulb ideas: 
president@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au. 

As you will be very aware, 2021 is a historic year in the life of the RBGV. There 
are many low-key activities planned to mark the 175 years of providing world 
class landscapes, research, recreation and conservation for our community. Our 
Cranbourne Friends’ 30 years will be celebrated with the launch of our story 
later this year. We are excited about Carolyn Landon’s telling of the tale of our 
activists, advocates, achievements and contributions. We will be sure to invite 
you to join the celebration and launch when our publisher sets the publication 
schedule in stone. Keep an eye on Quicklink for relevant announcements. 
In the meantime, I hope to meet you out and about, enjoying our wonderful 
Gardens.

mailto:president%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
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Executive Director’s report   |  Chris Russell

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

Recycled water project
I am excited to share with you that this spring and beyond we will be irrigating 
our Australian Garden landscape with 100% recycled water sourced from 
Melbourne Water’s Eastern Treatment Plant (ETP) in Carrum Downs.  The move 
from potable to recycled water has been an aspiration held since the Australian 
Garden was created and is a key sustainability element within the Cranbourne 
Gardens Masterplan.  Construction for the Recycled Irrigation Water project is in 
full swing with completion of the $3.25 million project, funded by the Victorian 
Government, due by the end the financial year.  

The ETP converts nearly half of Melbourne’s sewage to ‘Class A’ water through 
a multi-stage process including tertiary treatment involving UV and ozone 
disinfection and biological filtration. The treated water is suitable for use in 
residential developments (for toilet flushing and garden use) and irrigation of 
public green space and edible crops. Whilst the water is safe for human contact 
and use on crops, our project provides for additional ‘cleaning’ (mostly lowering 
salinity and phosphorus and nitrogen levels) to ensure that long-term irrigation 
of our horticultural landscapes of Australian plants doesn’t lead to detrimental 
effects over time.  The additional treatment includes micro filtration and reverse 
osmosis undertaken within a purpose-built water treatment facility (shed!) 
located within the depot.  

We are accessing the ETP water by tapping into a main line that runs from  
Carrum Downs through the Cranbourne Horse Training Complex to the north,  
and services market gardens further east.  We have installed an 800m pipeline 
to bring the water on to our property to the water treatment plant, which has 
been designed to feed a storage tank with a capacity of 500 kL, which will hold 
capacity for two day’s watering during high demand months.  The additional 
electricity consumption required to operate the plant is being offset by the 
installation of photovoltaic panels on the administration building, which was 
completed last October.

While talking projects, we were thrilled to recently receive $3.3 million from the 
Victorian Government’s Regional Tourism Investment Fund to undertake a range 
of access, landscape and building improvements over the coming year.  The 
key elements include a new public western entry to transform the current chain 
mesh gates into an entry befitting a world class Botanic Gardens, sealing the 
main car park (imagine – no more dust storms!), expanding the kiosk building 
to provide shade and shelter, and landscape improvements to the Arid Garden 
and Dry Riverbed precincts. There will also be some improvements made to the 
Gardens Shop and Visitor Centre reception space. We are excited to be able to 
progress these elements as initiatives 
identified in the masterplan.

Our annual planned burn program 
was disrupted, like many other things, 
by COVID in 2020, so we were very 
pleased to conduct a successful burn 
(with more planned before this edition 
goes to print) in the heathy woodland 
to the east of the Australian Garden.  
Our in-house fire team was ably 

Fire-fighter Broni Swartz lighting heathy 
woodland vegetation as part of an autumn 
burn.  Photo: Chris Russell
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supported by crews from Mornington Peninsula Shire 
and Frankston City Council and a commercial group 
called Ten Rivers.  The 2.5 hectare burn behaved as 
predicted with significant rain over the following days 
making the blacking out operation easier.  Planned burns 
are conducted for ecological benefits and to reduce fuel 
loads in strategic locations.  We close visitor access to 
the bushland on the day of the burn.

In closing, the Big Bandicoot Backyard program this 
year was a great success, incorporating the launch of 
RBGV’s first ever children’s book publication, Bindi 
& Buddy, by author Jo Watson.  Nibbles the giant 
sculptural bandicoot (at right) shared centre stage with 
numerous real-life bandicoots during the four days of 
activities that entertained families while exploring ways 
to create bandicoot-friendly habitats at home.  

Nibbles the giant bandicoot

Friend Quiz 4 | Charles Young

The royals have dominated the news of late! First Harry and Meghan, then the passing of 
HRH Prince Philip, then the Queen’s birthday (21st April) – and soon, her birthday long 
weekend! All that has inspired a quiz on Australian plants with royal connections (some 
admittedly tenuous!).  Eight numbered pictures and eight corresponding questions, for your 
delight. See answers on page 16.

1. Fairies’ aprons are insect-eating bladderworts in the genus Utricularia. The name of 
recently discovered Utricularia terrae-reginae alludes to the plant’s ‘home state.’ Which 
(Australian) state is it from? 

2. This pure-white Pandorea cultivar is named after ‘The 
People’s Princess’. What is the plant’s name and who is 
honoured by it?

3. This is Lomatia tasmanica, an extremely rare plant 
restricted to secret pockets of remote Southwest Tasmania. 
Its common name is King’s lomatia. Which King is it named 
after?

4. The Queen consort of Württemberg has a Central 
Australian mountain, range and wattle species named after 
her. What are the names of the mountain and wattle, and 
how did her name ‘pop up’ in Central Australia?

More questions, page 8



8

Friend Quiz 4 continues.  Check your answers on page 16.

5. Beetles go crazy over the flowers of this Ozothamnus cultivar, 
named after a significant royal anniversary back in 1977. What is the 
name of the plant and the occasion it commemorates?

6. This is the striking foliage of a royal hakea from the Fitzgerald River 
National Park in WA. What is its scientific name and who does it 
honour?

7. The common name of this beautiful WA orchid alludes to a 
biblical queen now most often associated with an inflated sense 
of entitlement. What are the orchid’s common and scientific 
names?

8. Caladenia caesarea is a stately Western Australian spider 
orchid. Which imperial figure is associated with the specific 
epithet and to what does it allude?

Photos from Charles Young, except: #3 from Deborah Wace, botanical artist and fabric 
designer (deborahwace.com); #4 from Wikipedia via creative.commons.org (cropped 
and numbered); #7 & 8 from Dr. Ryan Phillips.

The Cranbourne Friend’s usual fundraising has been decimated by COVID-19, so you may like to 
consider boosting the coffers with a little ‘grant’ of your own.

To add your contribution to these ecotourism developments and to support other Garden’s 
projects, you can donate to the Royal Botanic Gardens at www.rbg.vic.gov.au/support-us.

At the end of the form insert ‘Cranbourne Gardens’ in the comments’ box. A tax receipt will be 
issued on receipt of your donation by the RBGV. 

Donating to the Gardens

Gondwana Garden, Cranbourne. 
Photo: Amy E Akers

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria has received $3.3 
million from the Victorian Government’s Regional 
Tourism Investment Fund for significant eco-tourism 
improvements that will drive visitation from across 
Australia and beyond. 

The funding will establish the Cranbourne Gardens 
as the premier eco-tourism attraction in the south-
east corridor through wildlife protection initiatives, 
improved entrances, and upgrades to nature 
play and hospitality facilities. It demonstrates the 
importance of our Gardens to Victoria and as a 
major nature destination in Melbourne’s south-east. 

http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/support-us
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From the ashes...Old Manna burn 
Tricia Stewart, Natural Areas Team Leader, Environmental Systems

March to May could well be called the smoky season, as every natural resource management 
department races to ‘burn off’ parcels of natural landscape while the weather conditions remain 
favourable.  On many a sunny day (primarily) in autumn there is a scent of smoke in the air.

The RBGV does participate in prescribed burning, with the objectives of both managing the fire 
risk of our remnant 340ha of bushland within a densely urban area, and revitalizing the native 
vegetation by returning natural regeneration processes to the landscape.

In the first week of April the Environmental Systems branch at Cranbourne Gardens led a 
team of 20 RBGV fire fighters (plus nine fire fighters from four partnering agencies) through a 
successful 2.06ha ‘ecological burn’ in the heathy woodland adjacent to Old Manna track.
A lot of planning and preparation is needed to ensure a safe and ecologically beneficial burn.

The first step is to select an appropriate location. Potential areas available to burn are 
highlighted in the RBGV Fire Operations Plan 2018-2021. These areas are determined after 
consideration of asset protection, extensive knowledge of historic burn events, and known 
tolerable fire intervals for different ecological vegetation types.

The Old Manna Track area selected for ecological burning hosts a Heathy Woodland ecological 
vegetation class. What we know about this vegetation type is that the maximum tolerable fire 
interval (how long that vegetation community or its constituent species can persist without 
fire) is 45 years. Any longer than 45 years since a fire and the vegetation community begins to 
degrade and species are lost to the system.

In contrast, fires occurring too frequently (more often than once in 12 years) will also lead to 
species loss for the ‘Heathy’ vegetation divisions. Flora species can be lost by fire frequency 
outside of their tolerance range, and the changing dynamics of the plant structure also leads to 
impacts on and losses of fauna species which rely on the health of that habitat. In our case, this 
could include our flagship animal, the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot.

We can cross-reference this information with our well documented and extensive, mosaic-like 
fire history of the site (dating back to wildfires of 1948). According to our maps, the Old Manna 
Track area partially burned in 2006 (15 years ago), and the other part in 1993 (28 years).  
Therefore, it is in a mature vegetation growth stage, within the preferred fire interval range (12-
45 years). 

Once an area is identified, it is possible to begin the burn preparations. It is necessary to 
understand the current fuel loads, which fuels should be rearranged or removed and whether 
fire breaks and vehicle tracks need to be installed. This planning allows us to predict the fire 
behaviour which may occur and affords us the ability to make changes which influence fire 
behaviour in our favour. 

Typically, these preparations are aimed at reducing the fire intensity, the flame height, and the 
rate of fire spread, creating what we refer to as a ‘cool’ or ‘low-intensity’ burn. Low intensity 
burns are categorised by a ‘patchy’ consumption of fuel, leaving areas of habitat behind, and 
having little to no flame impact on the canopies of the area. 

The Natural Areas Team 
began preparations long 
before any fire was put 
to the ground, around 
6-12 months before this 
planned burn season;  
many, many hours of 
staff resources, volunteer Mission and safety briefing, at the depot.
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contributions and contractor support are needed.  Leading 
into the day of burning, after countless weather checks, testing 
the moisture levels in the fuels and calculating the remaining 
fuel loads in the burn area, we put in the finishing touches like 
removing flammable vegetation under trees and tidying up 
vehicle clearance around the tracks. 

On the morning of the burn, our endlessly faithful volunteer, 
Dawn, swept through the site in search of wayward wildlife, whilst 
all the fire fighters grouped for a pre-burn mission and safety 
briefing in the depot. 

News of a koala having taken up residence in a tree within the 
burn site came in quickly, and people power was deployed to 
bolster a ‘koala protection zone’ beneath the stand of trees where 
he was happily snoozing. Clearing of flammable materials and 
debris meant the koala had a smoky, front-row view of the day’s 
proceedings, without coming to any harm.

After a challenge with wind anomalies,  and a little tweaking of 
our burn plan, we had a lit fire. A team of ‘lighting crew’ forged 
through the vegetation leaving behind droplets of fire from their 
torches. The pattern drawn in fire was determined by the Incident 
Controller (Environmental Systems manager, Ricardo Simao) 
and the Lighting Crew Leader, and played a significant role in 
controlling the establishment of the fire’s behaviour.

Fire fighters and appliances trace along the flank of the fire as it 
rolls through the landscape, strategically attacking flames which 
venture into undesirable areas (eg around mature gum trees which we wish to protect) and 
dousing the edges of the burn site to ‘blacken’ out the ground before safely moving on.

The long, and physically taxing day does not end at close of business for the fire fighters, with 
many teams taking shifts throughout the night to monitor for potential flare ups and any super-
heated embers lighting up in the darkness. 

The following day, fire fighters return to the blackened burn site, armed with a thermal imaging 
camera, searching for invisible hot spots, some in excess of 150 degrees, buried beneath the 
soil surface or in the heart of smouldering logs. Eventually, by 5pm on day 2, the site is declared 
‘safe’. And so, the ‘renewal’ stage of the Heathy vegetation division begins. Today a blackened 
surface with only patches of brown and smears of dull green; tomorrow sprigs of green bursting 
sporadically through the ashy debris. In six to twelve months a vastly different landscape will 
meet the eye.

An adjacent site, burned in 2017, shows us what we can expect in post-fire regeneration as it 
moves into the ‘adolescence’ growth stage (2.5-8.5 years) post fire. A healthy, dense, and diverse 
vegetation structure, with a well-supported southern brown bandicoot population rounding out 
an ecologically-functional natural system.

Contrast visible here between the adjacent site, regrowing after a prescribed burn in 2017, and 
the newly blackened burn site at the Old Manna Track. All photos supplied by Tricia Stewart.
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After a very peculiar year, we were lucky enough to hold our second 
Big Bandicoot Backyard in April 2021. The centrepiece was 
of course our giant bandicoot sculpture ‘Nibbles’ created by 
Darryl Cordell with Vanessa Ellis, Trina Gaskell and Cliff Dolliver, 
recycling weedy Kunzea leptospermoides from the bushland 
as ‘fur’. Nibbles really brought out the best in the local bandi 
population – the small furry visitors were almost having a better 
time than the human ones, cleaning up after picnics and checking 
out our snazzy bandicoot bungalow.

We are having an absolute bumper season for bandicoots, 
with heaps of activity around the Gardens. It might even reflect the 
experience of residents of Eastern Melbourne up until the last fifty 
years or so. Even with visitors returning to the gardens after a period of 
absence, the bandicoots have not been deterred.  

It’s wonderful to be able to see areas like Botanic Ridge where there 
really are snuffly little bandicoots still poking around in backyards, 
popping up on roadsides and cleaning up dropped fruit. This isn’t 
possible without the ongoing support of local residents in planting 
dense vegetation, practising responsible pet ownership and helping 
spread awareness. 

A bit of luck and a bit of geography have allowed southern brown 
bandicoots to survive around Cranbourne so far, but solid conservation 
decision-making and community engagement are what will help 
them persist into the future. Our adaptable little fighters will live in 
blackberry bushes and eat pet food if it comes down to it – but let’s 
try not to let it get to that. The value of bandicoots in the environment 
can't be underestimated – with one bandi shifting up to 3.9 tonnes of 
soil in a year, their digging increases water penetration into the soil, 
incorporates organic matter and reduces leaf litter fuel load. We can't 
afford to lose any more of them.  
 
We’re excited to be able to now provide a platform to build community 
networks and share information. It’s just in the early stages, but our 
Bandicoot Brigade provides an opportunity for fans of the bandi to 
connect with each other and the gardens, and make sure everyone 
is working with the best possible information. Information sharing 
is a two-way street – we can provide assistance and consultation on 
creating bandicoot-friendly spaces, and members can feed information 
back about sightings, the success of different interventions, and on-
ground observations. For anyone who would like to be in the loop with 
all things Bandicoot in Melbourne’s South-East, you can sign up by 
contacting me by email: charlotte.fletcher@rbg.vic.gov.au 

In the two years since we started the DELWP-supported Bandicoot 
Outreach Program here, we’ve worked with students from early 
years through to tertiary, and communicated with communities from 
Pearcedale to Garfield. We’ve had kindergartens decorating bandicoots 
and inventing new Auslan signs, residents hosting camera traps and 
participating in spotlighting nights, and schools designing bandicoot 
gardens. And now, excitingly, City of Casey’s Gardens for Wildlife 
program is getting underway, a great opportunity to really cement 
habitat gardening habits and ethos in the Casey community – and with 
our help, a bit of extra bandicoot flavour.  

A bandicoot investigates 
the ‘bandicoot 

Another bandicoot with 
one of the colourful 
kindergarten artworks on 
display.

Photos: Charlotte 
Fletcher

Bandicoot brigade – Protecting our nosy neighbours  
Charlotte Fletcher, Southern Brown Bandicoot Outreach Officer

mailto:charlotte.fletcher%40rbg.vic.gov.au%20?subject=
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SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPSFriends in the Gardens - Christine Kenyon

Once a month our group assists the Horticulture staff with the 
extra jobs needed in the Australian Garden.  As John Arnott 
calls it – beautifying and detailing.  We chat amongst ourselves 
and learn from the Horticulture staff whilst we are raking or 
weeding.  We are a very welcoming and friendly group.  

Happily, our numbers have increased this year as some on the 
Growing Friends waiting list came to try us out - and have 
stayed.  March saw us raking and cleaning up as Owen and 
Mathieu trimmed the Syzigium hedges behind the Fig trees 
and between the top display gardens.  In April, eight FiGs 
members were happily chatting while weeding and mulching 
the Research Plots.  These plots are currently being used to 
assess horticulture techniques for the conservation of rare and 
endangered wildflowers.  

FiGs meet on the 1st Tuesday 
of each month at 9.30 am 
and help in the Gardens until 
12.30 pm, then finish the day 
with lunch in the café.  If you 
are interested please contact 
Christine Kenyon.

• Email: figs@
rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

• Mobile: 0438 345 589

Barrie Gallacher, Bec Rees, Susan 
Delany, Jennie Jukic and Emily Smith 
busy mulching the Research Plot 
beds (April).  Left, Susan Delany 
tackles clippings from the Syzigium 
hedge behind the Fig trees (March). 
Photos: Christine Kenyon

Friends in Focus 

Members of the FIF group, 
(L-R) Peter Williamson, 
Judith V Cooke, Prue 
Wright and Alex Smart, 
with staff Ange Utley (left) 
and Danielle Calabro, at the 
Visitor Centre. 
Photo: Laurie Living.

At the first meeting of the Friends in Focus (FIF) group for the year, a presentation was made 
of the 2019 Friends in Focus photobook to the Cranbourne Friends. Members can see this 
beautiful book in the Friends Library in the Elliot Centre, where it is on display. The book shows 
photographs of the Australian Garden through the seasons of the year. Originally this book was 
to have been formally presented at the Annual Lunch in 2020, but that event was one of many 
cancelled due to COVID-19. A second copy was presented to the Visitor Centre at Cranbourne.

mailto:figs%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au%20?subject=
mailto:figs%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au%20?subject=
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SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS

The Friends library in the Elliot Centre has been revamped, 
to allow space for two tables in the room. When necessary, 
the library now has space to take two people from the 
various groups if more space is needed. This work was led by 
Marjanne Rook.

New, less bulky, book shelves and other furniture were 
purchased and installed, and a lot of work went into moving 
all the books off the existing shelves, sorting them and re-
shelving them once the new furniture was installed. Homes 
were found for the ‘old’ shelves, in the Gardens’ nursery and at 
the volunteer Deep Creek Indigenous Nursery at Pakenham. 

Books relevant to the Botanical Illustrators and the Basket 
makers are kept on particular shelves for their use.

Further work is being done by Rodger Elliot and Marjanne to 
update the catalogue. An updated hard copy will be placed in 
the library. The library is for reference only and the catalogue 
is currently only viewable on site.  Items cannot be borrowed.

Congratulations to all for improving the usability of this room.

The Friends library updated

Orchids of Cardinia by Kerryn 
Robinson          Review by Chandos Ford

This book (a limited edition) is the result of the passionate 
interest and concern for the delicate native terrestrial flower, 
the orchid, in the area of Cardinia. For many years Kerryn and 
others have collaborated on a most interesting and informative 
book which is not intended as a biological study but is none 
the less a well presented and visually excellent reference for 
anyone.

The delicate environment in which the orchids live and survive is 
a constant concern for us all. In Victoria, says Kerryn, over 400 
species divided amongst 32 genera are represented, but this 
book focusses on those in the Cardinia area.  Kerryn shows how 
diverse the appearance of the orchids can be. So good are the 
quality of the photos that this book could be used as inspiration 
for creating further illustrations. 

The book is divided into seasons which makes it easy to use 
for reference or if wishing to see orchids at a particular season. 
Some photos show the specific pollinating insects necessary for 
that individual orchid.

Kerryn has kindly donated a copy of her tireless work to our 
Friends library so that her knowledge and concern may filter 
to others and we may become educated about these unique 
and special plants. I thank Kerryn and others for this excellent 
work and feel much more informed after reading this book and I 
would encourage others to do so too.

Cryptostylis subulata 
(Large Tongue Orchid )
and friend; 
Thelymitra ixiodes 
(Spotted Sun Orchid)  
and native bee.
 
Photos: Kerryn Robinson

The updated library. 
Photos: Marjanne Rook
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What’s up in the Bushland: Southern Brown 
Bandicoot |  Mary Thackeray  (updated by Charlotte Fletcher)

Mary Thackeray was a Customer Service Ranger at Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 
Cranbourne for nine years and later also Volunteer Coordinator. She is a long term 
member of the Cranbourne Friends. Article originally presented in Naturelink, vol 19 
(1)  — Autumn 2012. 

REPORTS

The Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne (RBGC) is extremely lucky 
to have one of the last secure populations of the southern brown 
bandicoot in the Melbourne region. Their numbers and range have 
declined dramatically since European settlement when they were 
described as very common. They are currently listed as nationally 
endangered and regarded as threatened in Victoria.

The southern brown bandicoot is a ground -dwelling marsupial, about 
the size of a small rabbit, with males being bigger than females. They 
have a long pointed snout and a short tail about half their body length.  
Bandicoots are omnivores with a diet mainly of invertebrates and 
underground fungi, and make distinctive conical-shaped diggings with the long 
claws on their front feet. They are very adaptable in switching between food 
sources according to availability. In fact, some have made a habit of scavenging 
for crumbs under the tables at the picnic grounds and at the Visitor Centre 
(and have to be shooed out of the cafe). However, this is not good for them in 
the long term and we try to discourage feeding.

Bandicoots are generally solitary in nature and forage for food alone. Radio 
tracking studies at Cranbourne have shown overlapping home ranges 
averaging about three hectares, with densities up to five bandicoots per 
hectare.  The southern brown bandicoot is relatively short lived (2-3 years). 
The breeding season at Cranbourne is usually from July to February. With 
a gestation period of less than 15 days and a lactation period of 60 days, a 
female bandicoot can potentially have up to three litters per year in good 
conditions, with typically two or three young per litter.

Bandicoots were initially thought to be nocturnal, but where there are few 
predators and plenty of dense cover, they may be seen during the day. At 
Cranbourne, studies have shown that bandicoots are most active in the 
afternoon and evening between midday and midnight.

The southern brown bandicoot's preferred habitat has traditionally 
been thought to be dense heathy vegetation with a particular 
preference for regrowth about 5-10 years after fire. So, bandicoot 
habitat is an important consideration in planning the fire regime 
at Cranbourne. However, bandicoots have been observed using a 
variety of habitats, even in garden areas and dense patches of non-
native weedy vegetation such as blackberry and gorse, as long as it 
provides sufficient cover from predators such as foxes. For example, 
at Cranbourne they are being observed more frequently out in 
grassland areas, which could be due to the relative lack of predators 
here.

Population estimates
There are likely a couple of hundred bandicoots in the population using 
Cranbourne Gardens and the surrounding suburbs. The last couple of years 
have seen relatively low populations, but we have experienced what seems to 
be a boom in 2020-2021 with a huge increase in bandicoot sightings around 
the Australian Garden.

Southern brown bandicoot. 
Photo:  R Simao, 2018
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Key threats
The key threats to the southern brown bandicoot are predation (by foxes, dogs and cats) and 
habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation. The loss of connectivity between patches of habitat 
prevents movement by bandicoots and leads to isolation of the remaining populations. These 
isolated populations are more vulnerable to extinction. At the RBGC motor vehicles also pose a 
threat to the southern brown bandicoot, hence the need to drive within the 25/30 km/hr speed 
limits. Reducing predation pressure and protecting bandicoot habitat is important to enhance 
the long-term survival of the southern brown bandicoot within the RBGC and surrounding area. 
To manage predators, we have an integrated program that involves reducing predator numbers, 
preventing new predators from accessing the site, and monitoring predator and bandicoot 
numbers. This approach has reduced fox numbers to rarely more than one or two on site.  

The RBGC site is surrounded by 8 kilometres of 2.4m high floppy-top, feral-proof fence. 
Monitoring is via sand pad and bait station checks, and infrared motion sensor camera.

Bandicoot gates
It is desirable to allow movement of bandicoots across the boundary fence to reduce the 
genetic isolation of the species while continuing to restrict the movement of pest species. This is 
especially true if the proposed biolinks (habitat corridors) allow connection with other suitable 
habitat.  After observation of bandicoots (and other animals) frequently using small pipes and 
other structures at the RBGC, Land Management staff have installed bandicoot gates on internal 
and external fences. Gate cameras have shown that bandicoots have been able to learn to 
negotiate many of them, and pest species have not yet been observed using them.   

Thanks to Bron Merritt and Dr Terry Coates for their assistance. 

Maud Gibson Trust news
The Maud Gibson Trust supports activities and projects undertaken by 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria and was very instrumental in the 
purchase of land that became part of the Cranbourne Gardens. 

Mr A (Tony) W LeP Darvall AM, who joined the MGT Advisory 
Committee in August 1999 and was appointed Chairman in 2003, 
retired from the Committee at the end of 2020. Tony’s contribution 
over such a long period was profound and highly valued.

Mr W Rodger Elliot AM was appointed to the MGT Advisory 
Committee in February 1992 and appointed Deputy Chairman in 
2003. Following the retirement of Tony Darvall AM he was appointed 
Chairman.

Ms Penny Woodward is a new recent appointment to the MGT 
Advisory Committee. Previously Penny has been a member of the 
Expert Advisory Panel for a number of years. Penny has science 
degree in Botany and Zoology. She is an award-winning writer of 
books, especially on herbs and edibles such as garlic and tomatoes 
and is the Horticultural Editor of the Organic Gardener magazine. 
Penny is a regular on the 3CR Gardening Show panel. 

Ms Kate Walsh has been appointed to fill the vacancy on the Expert 
Advisory Panel left by Penny Woodward. Kate is a Cranbourne 
Friends member and has been an Australian Garden Ambassador 
for a number of years. Kate is also a granddaughter of Sir Frederick 
Mann, first chair of the Maud Gibson Trust which was formed in 1945, 
so the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree! 

Congratulations to Rodger Elliot, Penny Woodward and Kate Walsh. 

Rodger Elliot, at right, 
with John Arnott, 2019. 
Photo:  Judith V Cooke
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Cranbourne Friends Committee
President: Erin Cosgriff                                 0419 518 621 
 
Secretary: Helen Kennedy    0419 125 800 

Vice President: Rosemary Miller                   0422 893 745

Treasurer: Richard Clarke        0418 148 792

Immediate Past President: Roger Watts   0409 857 664

Membership Secretary: Alexandra Stalder   0431 025 733 
                        membership@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

RBGV Representative: Chris Russell   5990 2200

General Committee: 

 Barbara Jeffrey   0408 564 378  
 Jennifer Potten   0409 436 181  
 Alexandra Stalder  0431 025 733 
 Janette Wilson   0477 711 569  
 

The General Committee meets on the second Thursday of 
the month (except January).

Booking Officer: 
 Ros Shepherd/BarbaraJeffrey                         
 bookings@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Events Subcommittee: 
 Barbara Jeffrey   Lyn Blackburne  
            Ian and Jan Chisholm   Rodger Elliot  
 Mick Robertson    Ros Shepherd  
 Alex Smart

Naturelink Editor:  
 Rosemary Miller                         0422 893 745 
 editor@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Quicklink Editor:  
 Janette Wilson   0477 711 569

Social Media Convenor:  
 Amy Akers   0423 513 281

Answers to Friend Quiz 4 on pages 7 & 8
Thank you Charles Young, for another very special plant quiz.

A1. Terrae-reginae is Latin for ‘Queensland,’ which was named in honour of Queen Victoria in 1859. The 
Latinised queenslandicus -a -um are more commonly used in plant names.

A2. This is Pandorea ‘Lady Di’ (or Pandorea jasminoides ‘Lady Di’), named in honour of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, affectionately known as Lady Di (née Lady Diana Spencer).

A3. The plant is named after its discoverer Charles Denison (Deny) King, AM (1909–1991), a legendary 
settler, miner, outdoors man and naturalist who lived in Melaleuca in SW Tasmania. 

A4. Mount Olga, the Olgas (Kata Tjuta) and Acacia olgana are named after Queen Olga, consort to 
Charles I of Württemberg. The royals bestowed a Freiherr (Baronet) on Ferdinand Mueller so he convinced 
explorer Ernest Giles to name Mt Olga in her honour (the other names followed).

A5. This is Ozothamnus rosmarinifolius ‘Silver Jubilee’, collected as seed at South Port Bluff Tasmania, 
then grown, selected and named by Mr J. May in the UK in 1978. The name marks the 25th anniversary of 
the accession of Queen Elizabeth II to the throne on 6th Feb 1952.

A6. This is Hakea victoria, named in honour of Queen Victoria – it was discovered and described in 1847 by 
botanist James Drummond: ‘To this, the most splendid vegetable production I have ever beheld ... I have 
given the name of our gracious Queen.’

A7. ‘She is the Queen of Sheba’ (Thelymitra variegata), named after the Queen of Sheba who, according 
to the Hebrew Bible, presented a caravan of riches to the Israelite King Solomon (her actual existence is 
disputed).

A8. The name pertains to Caesar, a title of imperial character, derived from the cognomen of the Roman 
dictator Julius Caesar and adopted by subsequent Roman Emperors. In Caladenia caesarea it alludes to 
the flower’s regal or imposing bearing. 

Thames and Hudson, publishers
Thames and Hudson publishers were generous supporters of the 
Cranbourne Friends in 2020, giving us a special discount on the new book: 
The Garden State, by Richard Allen, and other gardening books. Earlier they 
had also given us a large donation of wonderful books to use for fundraising 
at the 2020 Annual Lunch. We thank them greatly for this support.  As this 
and last year’s Lunches did not go ahead, a plan is underway to ensure 
these beautiful books are used this year or next. 

See: thamesandhudson.com.au for their range of gardening books.

mailto:membership%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:bookings%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
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http://thamesandhudson.com.au

