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EVENTS

The Superb 
Lyrebird, with 
Alex Maisey
Date: Sunday 19th 
June 2022
Time: 2.00 pm
Where: Auditorium

Cost: 
$20 Member    
$25 Non Members 
$10 Students

Bookings essential 
via TidyHQ at
cranbournefriends. 
tidyhq.com/public/
schedule/events

OR via booking 
form

Through over 20 years involvement with the 
Sherbrooke Lyrebird Survey Group studying 
the iconic Superb Lyrebird, Alex Maisey has 
developed a somewhat obsessive interest in 
the ecology of this species. 

He completed a PhD in 2021 determining 
the ecosystem engineering role of these 
soil-displacing songsters, and the way in 
which they utilise (and thus modify) forests 
in the southern half of central Victoria.  In 
the year following the mega fires of 2019/20, 
Alex undertook a post-doctoral research 
project, partnering with BirdLife Australia, to 
understand the impacts of the megafires on 
lyrebirds.
 
Alex will talk about lyrebirds in their role 
as ecosystem engineers, and the enormous 
impact on the species from the mega fires.

Afternoon talk: The Superb Lyrebird, with 
Alex Maisey
This event was offered last year, but was cancelled because of Lockdown. 
Members who booked previously for this event will be contacted. 

Dear members, 
For many of you it is now that time of year when membership renewals are due. Last year we 
moved to a rolling membership system where the date you join becomes your renewal date, 
ensuring that members get a full year of membership no matter when you join. However, for 
most members, having joined prior to last year, your membership renewal date is still July 1.   

In late May you may have received a reminder email with a link to renew online and pay by 
credit card. If you can’t locate that email, you can renew online by going to our Membership 
Renewal page: cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/pages/cranbourne-friends-renewals.

Alternatively, you can renew by completing the renewal form accompanying this Naturelink 
and paying by balance transfer or cheque. If you are not sure when your renewal is due 
please check your membership card, or text me on 0431 025 733 or email membership@
rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au.

We have a special request to members this year that you please try to renew your 
membership before the expiry date. Administratively it makes our (volunteer) jobs a lot easier 
if memberships are received on time, as late renewals need to be manually updated on our 
system. 

Missing details
I have received a few payments for renewals without details entered or a balance transferred 
without any details included. If you don’t receive an acknowledgement or membership card at 
the appropriate time after renewing and believe that you have paid, please get in touch so that 
I can identify your payment. As always, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to text, 
call or email. 

Alexandra Stalder
CFRBGV Membership Secretary

Membership renewals due

http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events
http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events
http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events
http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/pages/cranbourne-friends-renewals
mailto:membership%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:membership%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
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SECOND HALF 2022 Events Calendar | UPDATED

Where possible we are reprogramming events that had 
to be cancelled during lockdown. 

REVISED 
CALENDAR

NB: This calendar may be subject to change and Events may be affected by COVID restrictions.  Open House / 
Zoom events are for Friends members only. 

Thursday 14 July
Open House /Zoom Talk
Fire protection and plan, 
with Ricardo Simao 

JULY

OCTOBER

Sat/Sun 23-24 July
Growing Friends Plant Sale

Sunday 30 July
Gardens for Wildlife at Casey 
- information for Friends

Sunday 5 June
Fungi Foray (Tom May)

Sunday 21 August
Workshop: Plant Lab: 
Proteaceae (Chloe Foster)

NOVEMBER

Thursday 9 June
Open House/Zoom Talk
Steve Sinclair, Western 
Grassland Reserve 
Sunday 19 June
Talk: Superb Lyrebird (Alex 
Maisey)

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 8 September
Open House/Zoom Talk
Moroccan Gardens (Susy and 
Andrew Spiers) 

This is your opportunity to thank 
them for their efforts and to 
reminisce, hear a story or two and 
to share a laugh over morning tea.

Date: Sunday 27th November 2022
Time:10:30am 
Where: Australian Garden 
Auditorium 

Look out for more information later 
this year.

JUNE

Sunday 19 - Thursday 30 
June
Far North Queensland tour

Sunday 28 August
1/2 day Workshop. Arranging 
of Native Flowers (Warren 
and Di Worboys)

Sat/Sun  22-23 October
Growing Friends Plant Sale

Sunday 6 November
Annual General Meeting

Sunday 13 November
Talk: Garden history 
(Richard Aitken)

Sunday 27 November
Friends celebration of 
and thank you to Warren 
Worboys and Jill Burness

Recognising long-serving staff - event rescheduled
Members were disappointed that we had to cancel the planned celebration of Warren Worboys’ 
50 years of work at the RBGV earlier this year because of COVID. We are now holding a function 
for Friends at the end of this year, on Sunday 27th November 2022, where we will celebrate both 
Warren and long serving staff member and Friend, Jill Burness, who retired late in 2021.

  

Thursday 11 August
Open House /Zoom Talk
Paleometeorology, with Tim 
Morrow Mon 31 October, Weds 2 

November, Fri 4 November
Coloured pencil 3-day  
Workshop with Geoff Sargeant 
- Botanic Illustrators

Friday 23 – Friday, 30 
September
Lord Howe Island Tour 
(booked out) 

JULY
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EVENTSPlant Lab: Proteaceae An exploration of the Protea family  
 

Presented by Chloe Foster 

EVENTS

Sunday 21 
August 2022
Time: 10am 
Duration 4- 5 
hours

Australian 
Garden 
Auditorium 
& Australian 
Garden

Members $30
Non-members 
$40
Students $15

Contact:
Rodger Elliot
rgelliot@
optusnet.
com.au
or
0448790570

Bookings essential 
via TidyHQ at
cranbournefriends. 
tidyhq.com/public/
schedule/events

OR via booking 
form

At this Plant Lab, which is in a hands-on workshop 
format new for a Friends event, you will learn much 
about this exciting and important plant family which 
contains many plants extremely popular in cultivation.

The family comprises over 80 genera and about 
1,700 species, with representation in Australia (which 
has the greatest concentration of diversity: 46 
genera and about 1100 species), South Africa, South 
America, China, India, Madagascar, South-east Asia, 
Malaysia, Fiji, Philippines, Indonesia, New Guinea, 
New Caledonia, New Zealand and in the mountains of 
tropical Africa.

Plants belonging to this family have many variations 
in the flower arrangement, but close inspection 
reveals that there is a simple format, with all the 
flowers having one style: four petal-like tepals 
and four stamens that are often embedded in the 
tepals, no matter the size of the flowerheads. Close 
inspection of flowers of Adenanthos, Banksia, 
Grevillea, Hakea, Isopogon, Lambertia, Macadamia, 
Petrophile and Stenocarpus will reveal these same 
floral characteristics, but plants will also have other 
differentiating characteristics. 

In the Plant Lab we will explore the relationships 
between the genera and focus on differentiating 
characteristics that help with identification. There will 
be plenty of live examples of foliage, flowers and fruits 
for you to explore at close quarters with the help of 
scalpels, the microscopes and hand lenses. 

We will then head into the Australian Garden for a 
couple of hours to view the plants in-situ. There we’ll 
observe their growth and discuss aspects of the 
plants including cultivation requirements and other 
information about plant qualities and their use in 
gardens.  

This Plant Lab Exploration event will be coordinated 
by Cranbourne Friends member Chloe Foster, 
Science graduate, Horticulture teacher and radio 
broadcaster, with some assistance from Rodger Elliot, 
Horticulturalist, author and Australian plant enthusiast. 

NB: A 10X magnification hand lens would be very 
useful on the day, so if you have one bring it along. 
We are also hoping to obtain enough microscopes for 
people to share. Participants will need to bring along a 
chopping board for use when dissecting flowers.

Hakea bakeriana flowers 
on leafless branches. It is 
an endangered species 
confined to the Gosford 
region in NSW.

The new foliage 
growth of Banksia 
robur can be stunning!

Bellendena montana 
from Tasmania is the only 
species in the genus and 
is confined to regions 
above 1000 m. 

Urchin Dryandra, Banksia 
undata subspecies 
splendens (previously 
known as Dryandra 
praemorsa) has flowers 
with pink tonings. 

All photos Rodger Elliot. 

This event was offered last year, but was cancelled 
because of Lockdown. Members who booked 
previously for this event will be contacted. 

mailto:rgelliot%40optusnet.com.au%20?subject=
mailto:rgelliot%40optusnet.com.au%20?subject=
mailto:rgelliot%40optusnet.com.au%20?subject=
http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events
http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events
http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

President’s report | Erin Cosgriff

We are all tentatively dipping our toes back into life and emerging from the 
shadows. Time for flu and 4th covid vaccinations – this is our new normal.

A Walk and Gawk with John Arnott in March followed by a resoundingly successful 
plant sale has given us heart that events can be successful and well patronised.

John showcased all the new areas of conservation planting, and his trusted staff – 
now avid horticultural collectors – talked us through their newly planted gardens. 
If you have missed out, do get to the Gardens, and explore, there is much planning, 
hard work and young planting to admire.

The Autumn plant sale broke all previous records, setting the bar ever higher with 
masses of quality stock and many, many enthusiastic buyers. Thanks to the band 
of Growing Friends who surpass themselves in their dedication and TLC of their 
lovely plants.

As this issue of Naturelink was being prepared, we were celebrating the launch 
of the history of the Cranbourne Friends, marking 30 years of our vibrant group 
supporting and encouraging the Gardens. Carolyn Landon, one of our members 
with serious writing credentials, has worked over several years to produce Of 
Friends and Gardens: A History of the Cranbourne Friends of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria (Hardie Grant 2022).

Carolyn is gracious in her acknowledgment of the many Friends who have assisted 
with archiving, information, images, editing and in myriad other ways. Like many 
things, a great team effort, but nothing without the skill and commitment that 
Carolyn brought to the task.

I urge you to purchase a copy from the Gardens shops or indeed your local 
bookseller. You will be rewarded with a beautiful production that tells the story 
of the Friends and the development of the Australian Garden in an engaging 
narrative that weaves together the threads of experience of many key people. It is 
of course also replete with stunning images, old and new, of people and our iconic 
Garden.

The book launch of necessity was limited in number, but we hope to offer another 
occasion to meet the author and to celebrate the 30-year anniversary later this 
year. 

Tours of long planning are coming to fruition in the next months. Far North 
Queensland is fully subscribed and heading off on 19 June. We wish them all 
a rewarding and safe visit. Lord Howe Island will again host more of our keen 
members in September.

September will also be the time for the BGCI/BGANZ 7th Global Botanic Gardens 
Congress, when delegates will have the opportunity to visit the Australian Garden. 
The Congress theme is Influence and Action: Botanic Gardens as Agents of 
Change. Find out more at www.7gbgc.org.

In October, the 17th Australasian Botanic Guides Conference will also have two 
days at Cranbourne Gardens on the program. If you would like to be a ‘shepherd’ 
assisting the organisers with providing direction and escorting delegates on site, 
please mark 25 and 26 October in your diary and contact me at cosgriff.erin@
gmail.com.  
 

http://www.7gbgc.org
mailto:cosgriff.erin%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cosgriff.erin%40gmail.com?subject=
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Our Events Committee has been busy juggling, rescheduling, and planning activities and events 
– do avail yourselves of the varied items on offer and also feel free to contribute suggestions for 
workshops, open house speakers etc. If you have expertise that you would like to share, they are 
always keen to hear from new presenters.

This all indicates it’s a very full year.  The range of programs and conferences coupled with the 
capital works being planned and executed in the gardens will create a sense of redevelopment 
and re-creation that should reinvigorate the Gardens and everyone lucky enough to spend time in 
them. Join in and be part of the reinvigoration of the Friends too, now we’re safely allowed out. 

Executive Director’s report   |  Chris RussellEXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

At the heart of critical plant 
conservation initiatives such as 
this is the increasing recognition 
of the importance of horticultural 
knowledge and expertise in the 
process, supplementing the 
input from botanists and other 
scientists.  It’s one thing to locate 
and identify the target species 
for collection, but the ability to 
successfully strike the cuttings 
taken, or germinate the collected 
seed back in the nursery, is 
definitely the domain of our 
skilled horticulturists.  Coming 
from what might be the last 
handful of individual plants in 
the wild, the genetic material is 
extremely valuable and requires 
expert specialised skills for it 
not to be wasted.  Recognition 
of these specialist horticultural 
skills is increasing with the field 
now known as ‘conservation 
horticulture’.  

RBG Cranbourne horticulturists team up with 
agencies and enthusiasts to save the critically 
endangered Avon Peppermint in West Gippsland.
Photo: Kai Qu

Collaborative conservation
Our program of conservation of rare or threatened plants has expanded 
over the past few years, in part driven by the immediate need (and 
resources made available) to assist plants impacted by successive fires 
and flood, but more broadly by other threatening processes, such as land 
clearing and, of course, climate change.  Recently our horticulture team 
ventured up the Avon River in West Gippsland on a multi-agency collecting 
trip to secure genetic material of the critically endangered Avon Peppermint 
Eucalyptus ornans.  Our team joined forces with local DELWP and Parks 
Victoria officers and local naturalist John Topp from Gippsland Indigenous 
Plants to collect material for the Victorian Conservation Seedbank and to 
further bolster the ex situ conservation collection in the Australian Garden.  

7GBGC field trips will visit regional botanic gardens, 
natural landscapes and include Lambley Gardens 
and Nursery in Ascot, (near Ballarat).
Photo: Chris Russell

7th Global Botanic Gardens 
Congress
This leads nicely into updating 
you on our preparation for 
the upcoming international 
congress coming to Melbourne 
in the last week of September.  
I’m thrilled that the topic of 
conservation horticulture is 
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shaping up to be a strong focal point (among many others), including exploration of how we can 
integrate the fields of botany and horticulture to achieve improved conservation outcomes, noting 
that most botanic gardens have the two disciplines distinctly separated in their organisation 
structures.  A range of travel bursaries have been made available to young horticulturists to 
bolster importance and relevance of this topic.

In addition to a stimulating program of oral presentations, symposia, panel discussions and 
workshops we will be showcasing our two landscapes at Melbourne and Cranbourne as well as 
conducting field trips to regional gardens and natural landscapes. One day field trips will take in 
RBG Cranbourne, RBG Melbourne, Geelong, Ballarat and Dandenong Ranges botanical gardens as 
well as Angelsea heathland, Brisbane Ranges heathy woodland and the tall temperate forest east 
of Melbourne.  Spring will be a wonderful time to show off our beautiful floras which are sure to be 
a highlight of attending 7GBGC.  For more information, or to register, see www.7gbgc.org.

AAFBG conference
The Autumn edition of Naturelink included a couple of articles about the Australian Association of 
Friends of Botanic Gardens (AAFBG) Biennial Conference being held at the Eurobodalla Regional 
Botanic Gardens just south of Bateman’s Bay.  I won’t recount again the trauma of drought, fire, 
flood and pandemic (in that order) the community has endured, but I was privileged to be there 
as the President of BGANZ to hear extraordinary stories of resilience and a community pulling 
together to get through.  Whilst the emotions are clearly still raw, the amazing and beautiful 
renewal of the vegetation and fauna as the months pass is clearly an important part of the healing 
process for all involved.

Capital projects
Briefly, lots of construction activity is occurring now and over the next few months with the Eco-
tourism Infrastructure projects.  Building improvements to the Visitor Centre, Rockpool Pavilion 
and Ian Potter Lakeside kiosk will accompany sealing of the main carpark, a new western entry, 
renewal of the Arid Garden precinct and installation of additional fauna fencing and tunnels along 
Philip Moors Drive.  Our teams are working hard to minimize impacts to visitors but please be 
patient if you get held up by a lollipop or two. 
 
It is a busy and exciting time at both of our sites through winter and into spring.  One of our 
biggest events of the year, Lightscape, launches at RBG Melbourne on 24 June, with the garden 
transformed into an illuminated wonderland – a great opportunity to experience the gardens in a 
totally different light (sorry about the pun!).

The Seventh Global Botanic Gardens 
Congress will be held in Melbourne 25-29 
September.

More information is available online at: 
7gbgc.org.

The final conference program is to 
be released in late June; this will be 
followed closely by the closing of early 
bird registrations on 4 July. Single day 
registrations may also be on offer at that 
time.

The Friends are hoping to sponsor a 
number of RBGV staff to attend the 
conference.

Seventh Global Botanic Gardens Congress

http://www.7gbgc.org
http://www.7gbgc.org
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How a sand mine in unloved and ignored bushland became one of 
Melbourne’s most beautiful landscapes

Of Friends and Gardens: A History of the Cranbourne 
Friends commemorates the 30th Anniversary of 
a determined group of nature lovers who helped 
transform a spent sand mine into the award-winning 
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. The Friends 
wanted to celebrate and preserve Australia’s native 
flora, and were right behind the plan to create a 
landscaped garden featuring incredible and beautiful 
Australian plants.

Written by Friend and author Carolyn Landon, the 
book provides a comprehensive history of the Friends 
as they grew together with Royal Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne. 

The beautifully illustrated coffee table book features 
fascinating stories about the site’s history, those 
who fought to preserve it and the battles they 
encountered along the way, including preventing a 
freeway being built through the Gardens. Since 1992, 
the Cranbourne Friends have passionately supported 
the Gardens, sharing expertise with the public, 
supporting staff, providing financial support for both 
large and small projects, growing plants for sale, bringing people together and much 
more.

‘The Friends have been integral to the establishment 
and development of the Gardens,’ says Chris Russell, 
Executive Director, Cranbourne Gardens. ‘These 
stories illustrate the passion, generosity, and sheer 
determination of the Friends and we are incredibly 
grateful for their contribution over three decades.’

The book explains the Gardens’ fortunate beginning 
with influential philanthropists such as Maud Gibson 
and Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE, who saw the 
potential for the development of a gardens at the 
sand quarry, a disused army site. 

It also shares stories of the Friend’s humble 
beginnings - the group comprised of a few people 
holding meetings in a caravan on-site. The book 
also features stories from staff who still work at the 
Gardens today, development of plant nurseries and 
Growing Friends, overseas trips and various other 
obstacles and triumphs.

Of Friends and Gardens: A History of the Cranbourne Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria (Hardie Grant Books, 2021) is available at Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria shops 
and other bookshops. 
 
Top: Carolyn Landon signs copies of her book at the launch, May 15. Photo: Janette Wison
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Autumn has painted our suburbs with the vivid yellows, reds and browns of seasonally 
deciduous, exotic trees. Interestingly, very few Australian plants are deciduous – just 
enough to create this Friend Quiz! Enjoy!

I am delighted to tell you that we have received $4.8 
million across three years to provide further building 
protections for the vulnerable and irreplaceable State 
Botanical Collection and Victorian Conservation 
Seedbank. The funds also allow for further 
development of our already strong business case for a 
long-term home and long-overdue interpretation and 
access to this incredible Collection. This wonderful 
new funding was announced in the Victorian 
Government budget on 3 May 2022.

As you all know, the State Botanical Collection is, quite simply, 
an ark for Victoria’s unique and often threatened plant life. 
Combined with the $5 million we received in 2019 for a major 
feasibility study and place-planning for this project, the new 
grant will put the Gardens in the best possible position to secure 
funds for a new National Herbarium of Victoria, new plant 
science research capability for the state, and much-needed 
increased community engagement with this critical work of Royal 
Botanic Gardens Victoria.

Essential building works will commence shortly to reduce significant water ingress and pest 
incursions, and to more appropriately store the expanding collection within the National 
Herbarium of Victoria. As Chris Trotman, our Board Chairperson notes, ‘We remain concerned 
about the immediate risk to the integrity of the Collection in the current facility. This grant 
from the Victorian government will enable us to remediate urgent issues in the short term.’

State Government funding for RBGV collection  |  Tim Entwisle

1. Made famous by a Cold Chisel classic, these trees lose leaves ahead of a spectacular 
display of red, bell-shaped flowers. What is the name of this tree and, according to the song, 
what do they do to weary drivers?

2. This is Melia azedarach, which produces a mauve flower display before its spring leaves 
emerge. What is the common name of this plant and also the origin of the specific epithet? 

3. Rhyming with the Lion King song ‘Acunamatata’, this Queensland tree is highly prized for 
its red timber. What is the name of this tree and where, outside of Australia, is it found?

4. Australian trees are sometimes said to be ‘bark deciduous’ rather than ‘leaf deciduous’. 
This curious bark pictured is found on some acacias and eucalypts. What is the name given 
to this type of decortication?

Friend Quiz 8  | Charles Young

Quiz continues on page 10
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Check your answers on page 16

5. The sugary homes of sap-sucking 
psyllid insects are tasty treats, but 
infestations can defoliate whole trees. 
What is the name given to the psyllid 
shelters and what is the bird dining 
on them in this photo? 

6. There is only one species of 
winter-dry deciduous boab found 
in Australia – all its relatives live 
overseas. Who is the Australian boab 
named after and where are its closest 
relatives found? 

7. The ‘turning of the fagus’ adds 
a splash of autumn colour to the 
beautiful Tasmanian wilderness. What 
is the scientific and common name of 
this truly winter-deciduous plant?

8. Australia’s largest Grevillea can 
also lose many of its deeply lobed 
leaves ahead of its glorious golden 
blooms. What plant is this and what 
do its descriptive names allude to?

Photos: 1-4, Wikipedia (creative commons. 
edited); 6, ABC/Philip Sproull; 7, Kathleen 
Brient; 5 & 8, Charles Young.

Friend Quiz 8  continued
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How much material can Kangaroo paws generate?  In 
March and April it is time to cut back the Kangaroo paws 
to ground level.  You do not realise how many are in the 
Gardens until you need to tidy them!

Mathieu Lascostes had both groups helping to clean away 
the cut leaves.  We were given masks as the fine hairs of 
the stalks can be quite irritating.  Mathieu had a special 
surprise for us in April: biscuits for morning tea.  We also 
helped Scott Levy clear the rock mulch from one of the 
Arbor Garden beds so that he could rejuvenate these 
gardens.  So have a peek at the Arbor Garden and admire 
the new plantings.  

FIGS meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday morning.  We meet 
outside the Visitor Centre at about 9.15 am and help the 
Gardens Horticulture team until 12.30 pm.  We then finish 
the day with lunch in the café.  We are always happy to 
welcome new members.  People are welcome to attend 
either, or both days each month and to change days across 
months.  

If you are interested in joining the group on the 1st Tuesday 
you can contact Christine Kenyon: mobile 0438 345 589.  

Sue Spicer coordinates the 3rd Tuesday group so enquiries 
for that day can be directed to her: mobile 0434 977 477.  

Contact:
Christine Kenyon (first Tuesdays)
0438 345 589
OR
Sue Spicer (third Tuesdays)
0434 977477

figs@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Clearing the rock mulch in the Arbor Garden.
(L-R): Barrie Gallacher, Mathieu Lascostes, 
Sue Delaney, Scott Levy, Jenny Raven. 

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS

Friends in the Garden - Christine Kenyon

Clearing Kangaroo paws in the Future Garden.
(L-R): Bill Jones, Barrie Gallacher, Sue Delaney, Mathieu Lascostes.
Photos: Christine Kenyon

Australian Garden History Society
The Edwardian Garden - golden and delicious

Online lecture by UK Garden Historian, Caroline Holmes. 

Gardens of a golden afternoon are glimpsed in black and 
white photographs and nostalgic cottage paintings. The 
Mediterranean inspired the architecture of Harold Peto’s 
designs and the colours in Gertrude Jekyll’s early paintings 
and later plantings. Jekyll and Edwin Lutyens collaborated in 70 projects creating the Surrey 
Style as showcased in the architecture and gardens of her former home, Munstead Wood. 
Jekyll wrote many gardening books which were published internationally, her interest in drifting 
colours in flower borders came to represent the quintessential ‘Edwardian’ garden. 

DATE:  Thursday 30 June 2022
TIME:   6.00 start – log in from 5.45
LOCATION A Zoom link will be provided with reminder email before each session. 
COST:  $12 members, $15 non-members - NB: Cranbourne Friends considered “members”
BOOKINGS: https://www.trybooking.com/BZGVX
ENQUIRIES: WENDY DWYER Mobile: 0408 340 967 

mailto:figs%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
https://www.trybooking.com/BZGVX
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Friends in Focus | Judith Cooke
SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS
Friends in Focus

2nd Saturday of the 
month, Elliot Centre

Times:
2.00pm
April to September

9.30am 
October to March
(Daylight saving time)
 

As the country gradually opens up, members have been taking advantage 
of opportunities to travel interstate, catch up with friends not seen for 
months, to participate in events organised by the Friends, including the 
Mt Hotham trip, and resume their various regular commitments.

A display book, featuring members’ photographs and showcasing 
the Australian Garden at Cranbourne, was exhibited at the Melbourne 
International Flower and Garden Show at the Royal Exhibition Building 
30 March-3 April 2022, as part of the Australian Plants Society, Victoria 
display.

Numbers attending meetings remain small, with several non-attending 
members. Our monthly newsletter, ‘Cranbourne Lens’, allows all members 
to keep in touch and contribute as they choose. Any Friends wishing to 
develop their photography skills are welcome to join us.

Pilotus species, Weird and 
Wonderful Garden            

Calostemma purpureum, 
Howson Hill 

Verticordia species, Desert 
Camp

Banksia Pygmy Possum
All Photos: Judith Cooke, 2022

The long awaited and much postponed workshop, Introduction to Nature Journaling with artist 
Linda Weil, was finally held on Wednesday 22 May. The workshop was booked out and a great 
success.

We arrived prepared with the sort of essentials drawing kit suggested by Linda  - lightweight and 
suitable for working outdoors. The first activity was undertaken in the Elliot Centre – drawing 
leaves in a number of ways (line only, tonal graphite, colour).  Linda demonstrated methods and 
encouraged us to observe carefully to understand what we were seeing.  Constant erasing and the 
seeking of perfection were strongly discouraged.

Linda shared examples of her many beautiful journals representing special trips and walks in the 
bush.  Taking time to stop and quietly observe, and to plan how the pages will be created, is part 
of the process.  We then ventured outside with the aim of recording detailed observations of a 
plant ‘in the field’– in drawing and in words, in line and in colour, noting measurements, weather – 
anything to help us remember or understand or identify. 

After lunch there was a walk in the Gardens. The aim was to learn to ‘zoom in, zoom out’ – 
recording a whole plant, perhaps in a landscape, then a detailed part/parts of the same plant.  
Again we were encouraged to use words as well as 
pictures in order to capture what we experienced 
and to try and develop our own style, trying different 
media and ways of working.

Linda proved a supportive and generous teacher 
and everyone expressed their enjoyment of the day,  
having acquired a variety of tips, new knowledge 
and leads for further investigation about how to truly 
see and record the nature we encounter.

Botanic Illustrators  | Jan Maslen

Photo: Jan Maslen
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Growing Friends

Contact:
Marjanne Rook

growing.friends@
rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Phone: 9769 7881 (Landline)
 

Growing Friends | Marjanne Rook
SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPSLantern Bushes

Inspired by Bill Aitchison’s Book Review in the previous Naturelink 
of Lantern Bushes of Australia: Thomasias & Allied Genera: by 
Trevor Blake, where Bill wrote that perhaps Trevor has set the 
challenge for the Growing Friends to grow more Lantern Bushes, 
we are taking up this challenge and are propagating some 
different species of these plants. Hopefully some will be ready for 
the Winter and more for the Spring Plant Sales. Thank you to Bill 
for the challenge and thank you Trevor for this beautiful book.

We have much plant material for cuttings available to us as 
many grow in the Gardens. On checking the Living Collection 
Census Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, I noticed that there is a 
selection of thirteen species of the Thomasia and the same for the 
Lasiopetalum in the Cranbourne Gardens. Although we won’t be 
growing all 26, should there be a particular one you would like us 
to grow then please let us know. Contact details are on this page.  

Two examples that we are hoping to stock are:

• Thomasia quercifolia 
Handsome hardy shrub with oak-like green leaves and dainty 
pink lantern-shaped flowers in spring. Full sun – part-shade 
in well drained, sandy soil. Drought tolerant once established. 
Prune to promote bushiness.  Beautiful landscape shrub.

• Lasiopetalum behrii
Bushy shrub with drooping racemes of pinkish white flowers in 
W-Sp. H0.8-1.5m x W1.5-2m. Sunny position. Suitable for acidic 
to alkaline soils. Responds well to pruning. Hardy to light frost 
and drought. Lovely as cut-flower.

Winter Plant sale
The Winter Plant Sale will be held on the weekend of 23 and 24 
July in the gardens.  As mentioned in April Quicklink, the Autumn 
plantsale was very successful and a special thank you to those 
members who so regularly support us. There also were some new 
members who signed up at the sale;  we look forward to seeing 
you at the next one. 

Nursery Open
The Growing Friends nursery is open to members every Thursday 
from 10am – 2pm except for the Thursday before the Plant Sale.

Special Orders
As always, if you have any plant wishes, perhaps a plant you 
have seen in the Gardens or multiple plants for a large area 
then contact the Growing Friends with your request and we 
shall endeavour to grow them or may even have them in stock.  
Contact detail:
• growing.friends@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au
• Marjanne 9769 7881

Thomasia quercifolia. 
Photo: Rodger Elliot 

mailto:growingfriends%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:growingfriends%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:growing.friends%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
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As a ten year old in the late 1960s I was a 
member of the Gould League of Bird Lovers 
and for 20 cents I could buy a sheet of bird  
stickers which I carefully stuck into a little 
book, also provided by the League.  As a 
fifteen year old in the mid 1970s I remember 
asking my mother for a camera for my 
birthday and received a Kodak Instamatic 
55X. Unfortunately my first roll of black and 
white photos were disappointingly blurry.

Fast forward 50 years and those two early experiences may well have planted the seeds for my 
keen interest in birds and the need for a decent camera……I now have a Nikon!  I have spent a 
great deal of my leisure time walking for exercise at the Cranbourne Gardens over the years, and 
well before the Australian Garden’s existence. Residing 2km away as the crow flies (for over 35 
years) meant that I was also fortunate to have the Gardens within my 5km bubble during the 
recent pandemic lockdowns.

As a keen amateur photographer for many years I have evolved into a nature photographer with 
a particular interest in birds. I love observing their behaviour and can now recognise many birds 
by their call alone. As such, it made sense to run with my passion and offer to be a Bird Tour 
guide at the completion of my GA training about five years ago.

I take my role of Bird Tour guide seriously and arrive early to do a quick lap and check for ‘hot 
spots’ that I can incorporate into the tour.  The knowledge and skills I have previously gained as 
a ‘birder’ are a great asset for on a quiet day there are many relevant stories and anecdotes that 
can fill any gaps. From my own images taken in and around the Cranbourne Gardens I produce 
resources which the participants are given to keep, in the form of postcards.  I find that they
enjoy and appreciate a visual guide and refer to it often throughout the one hour tour. Most 
people recognise some common birds by sight but are keen to learn the correct names, and are 
excited when they spot a bird and can subsequently name it.

Bird behaviour is interesting to observe, 
especially when juveniles are just out 
of the nest and learning to feed and fly 
independently. With their big eyes, clumsy 
bodies and constant demand for food, 
their antics are great entertainment for the 
tour participants and make great photo 
opportunities. I remember in the Weird and 
Wonderful garden once, when the
sprinkler had been left on, the behaviour of 
the New Holland Honeyeaters as they darted 
through the spray and chased each other; it 
was wonderful to witness.

Another memorable moment was when the 
creek in Gondwana Land was not flowing and 

A bird on a bloom | Sharon Start

Sharon Start is a Garden Ambassador at 
Cranbourne and leads bird tours as part 
of her role. She has recently joined the 
Cranbourne Friends. The postcards shown 
here are those given to visitors undertaking 
her tours.

All photos: Sharon Start

FEATURE
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four species of birds were taking turns to take a ‘bath’ in a small puddle they found amongst the 
rocks. That was amazing to watch. 

My favourite birds are the small, attractive forest species such as the Eastern Yellow Robins, 
Superb Fairy Wrens, Silvereyes, Red Browed Finches, Pardalotes and Thornbills. The many 
exquisite blooms throughout the Australian Garden attract most birds for either nectar, insects 
or a perch and often become a ‘hot spot’ for bird watchers. To capture ‘a bird on a bloom’ is the 
ultimate for me as a nature photographer.  It was astonishing to overhear a staff member say 
recently that no animals were introduced to the gardens…….they just gradually appeared as the 
garden developed!

My tour also includes a visit to the lakes where our resident Little Pied Cormorants are often 
seen diving for yabbies or drip drying in the  breeze.  The Pacific Black Ducks and Coots are very 
attentive parents and it’s a great moment to see their young appear each year, to the delight of all 
visitors. I was taken by surprise a few years ago to see two black swans paddling gracefully on the 
larger lake! I don’t promise that sight to  the tour participants, knowing it’s a rare event.

Being a Bird Tour Guide is a rewarding experience that allows me to  enthuse, inspire and educate 
visitors about the many benefits of birdwatching and to hopefully in some small way, contribute to 
the appreciation and protection of our feathered friends.

Upcoming Open House/Zoom sessions for members
• Thursday 9 June - Western Grassland Reserve, with Steve Sinclair
• Thursday 14 July - Fire protection and plan at Cranbourne, with Ricardo Simao
• Thursday 11 August - Palaeometerorology, with Tim Morrow
• Thursday 8 September - Moroccan Gardens, with Suzy and Andrew Speirs.

These events are free for members, but booking may be required. See the monthly Quicklinks.

This year Open House has been offered in a hybrid format. That 
means that while some people attend in person at the Elliot 
Centre, others watch from home, as the session is live-streamed, 
thank you to Tim Morrow (seen in action at right).

Our March Open House program was Conservation Research for 
Tea Tree Fingers fungus, with Sapphire McMullan Fisher.

In April, Open House was presented by Chris Russell. He told 
us the details of the projects that have been funded by the 
Government this year. It is hoped they will all be completed by 
July.

At May Open House, Trevor Blake enraptured us with tales of 
Voluntary citizen science in central Australia.

As a member of the Friends you can access the YouTube 
recordings of these talks on our member resources page:

cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/pages/member-resources

Please note that recordings will be added to this page as 
available. Not all Open house sessions are recorded.

Open House 2022 | Helen Morrow

REPORT

http://cranbournefriends.tidyhq.com/public/pages/member-resources 
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Cranbourne Friends Committee

President: Erin Cosgriff                              0419 518 621 
 
Secretary: Jennifer Potten    0409 436 181 

Vice President: Rosemary Miller                  0422 893 745

Treasurer: Richard Clarke       0418 148 792

Membership Secretary: Alexandra Stalder  0431 025 733 
                        membership@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

RBGV Representative: Chris Russell  5990 2200

General Committee: 

 Barbara Jeffrey   0408 564 379  
 Helen Kennedy   0419 125 800  
 Alexandra Stalder  0431 025 733 
 Janette Wilson   0477 711 569  
 
The General Committee meets on the second Thursday of 
the month (except January).

Booking Officer: 
 Ros Shepherd      5932 5611                   
  bookings@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Events Subcommittee: 
 Barbara Jeffrey   Lyn Blackburne  
            Ian Chisholm    Rodger Elliot  
 Mick Robertson    Ros Shepherd  
 Helen Morrow   Tim Morrow

Naturelink Editor:  
 Rosemary Miller                         0422 893 745 
 editor@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Quicklink Editor:  
 Janette Wilson   0477 711 569

Social Media Convenor:  
 Tanya Johnson  
 socialm@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

A1. This is an Illawarra flame tree, Brachychiton acerifolius. Sing along with Cold Chisel ‘Oh, the 
flame trees will blind a weary driver and there’s nothing else could set fire to this town.’   

A2. This is the white cedar or Persian lilac. The name azedarach is from the French azédarac 
which is in turn from the Persian āzād dirakht meaning noble tree.

A3. This is Toona ciliata or red cedar, Australian red cedar or toona. It also grows throughout 
southern Asia, from Afghanistan to Papua New Guinea.

A4. This type of bark is called minni ritchi. The name is believed to be of Indigenous but 
uncertain origin. Eucalyptus minniritchi is named for this distinctive bark.

A5. Psyllids exude honeydew which solidifies to form protective lerps. The bird is the bell miner, 
bellbird or Manorina melanophrys (Manorina with ‘black eyebrows’). Often heard but rarely seen, 
it feeds almost exclusively on lerps. 

A6. This is Adansonia gregorii, so there are two answers to the first question: French botanist 
Michel Adanson and English-born Australian explorer Sir Augustus Gregory. Other baobabs are 
found in Madagascar, Africa and the Arabian Peninsula.

A7. The plant is Nothofagus gunnii, deciduous beech or tanglefoot. It is endemic to Tasmania 
and is one of the state’s many tourist drawcards – even if few tourists see it in all its glory!

A8. These are the flowers of Grevillea robusta or silky oak. Both names allude to the timber, 
strong like oak (L. robusta oak) and with a silky texture. 

Answers to Friend Quiz 7 on pages 9-10
Thank you Charles Young for testing our plant and language knowledge again.
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