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Near Bentley’s Plain, Hotham adventurers saw ancient trees with natural miniature moss gardens.
Photo: Janette Wilson. See more Hotham pictures pp 14-15
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Growing Friends – Autumn Plant Sale 
Saturday 19 & Sunday 20 March 2022
10am to 4pm
Australian Garden - Cranbourne - near the kiosk.

Come along and select from a range of small and large plants, 
many of which you will find in the Australian Garden. Our 
range includes grasses, climbers, border-plants, ground-
covers, small and large bushes and trees, and plants for 
wildlife.
       
Plant lists are available online on our website. 

In light of the Omicron outbreak and the need to consider the protection of members’ health,  the 
following events, advertised in last Naturelink, have been changed: 
• Warren Worboys 50 years’ service to RBGV. This event will now be held later in the year.
• Where have all the wetlands gone? (was Sunday 3 April) with Gary Presland - postponed.
• Cranbourne Gardens Heritage Walk (was Thursday 21 April) - cancelled.
• Friends Annual Lunch (usually May) will NOT be held in 2022.

Please check our e-Newsletter Quicklink, which comes out at the start of each month, for the 
latest on our events program.  Note also that the Elliot Centre is once again available for Friends to 
use, as the staff have vacated the Centre.

Calothamnus quadrifidus. 
Photo: Rodger Elliot

Events 2022

The Botanic Illustrators are 
pleased to be able to join the 
Friends Plant Sale in March with 
a variety of cards. Likewise, the 
Botanic Fabricators will have a 
range of craft items on sale on 
the day. 

Come and see us at the 
marquee during the plant sale.

Illustrators and Fabricators stall for plant sale

Carolyn Landon’s tour de force, Of Friends 
and Gardens: a history of the Cranbourne 
Friends, is expected to be finally available by 
the end of March 2022. 

The official launch will now be held on 
Sunday 15 May at Cranbourne, and is to be 
organised by the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria in consultation with the Cranbourne 
Friends. Look out for further information!

Book launch to be held on Sunday 15 May 2022 

Cards designed by Jan Maslen, Vanda Cummins. Items designed by Botanic 
Fabricators

Author, Carolyn Landon. ‘Of Friends and Gardens’-
cover design.

https://rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au/2022/02/growing-friends-plant-sales-are-back-at-cranbourne/
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

President’s report | Erin Cosgriff

Greetings to you as we all welcome in the new year and prepare to navigate the 
COVID challenges that have not yet magically disappeared. I hope you were 
amongst those who were fortunate to renew connections in the Christmas season, 
be boosted and avoid contracting Omicron.

Our La Nina summer has brought mixed blessings to gardens - certainly our 
personal coastal garden has seen some amazing growth especially in one newly 
planted area where a mature Agonis had succumbed to old age and Armillaria –
deep sigh.

The Cranbourne Gardens staff have been kept on their toes with myriad projects, 
recycled water commissioning and their own fungal invader, the dreaded Myrtle 
Rust. Our humid La Nina conditions have aided and abetted Austropuccinia psidii, 
an unwelcome visitor usually more rampant in tropical climes.

As the Omicron wave peaked in January, the executive team convened to consider 
how we might best manage the risks for members attending our schedule of 
events. After consultation, we sadly concluded that the shadow lockdown and 
rampant positive cases left us with no option but to suspend indoor events and 
maintain a watching brief. During this consultation, the Gardens requested the use 
of the Elliot Centre so they could better manage social distancing. As I write this on 
Valentine’s Day, we are noticing a lessening of cases and are more optimistic that 
we can offer you many events of interest. The Gardens has also informed us that 
the Elliot Centre will be vacated by staff and returned for Friends use on Feb 25th. 
Just another wave on the COVID roller-coaster.

The Autumn Plant Sale, always such a highly anticipated event, is one event that 
can proceed and in fact must go ahead barring catastrophe, as the Growing 
Friends have excelled themselves and their plants are leaping out of their pots 
ready to adorn your gardens. Don’t miss the opportunity to catch up with Friends, 
snaffle some choice plant selections and have a ramble around the Australian 
Garden and a coffee from the kiosk. The Botanical Fabricators and Illustrators 
groups will have their exquisite wares ready for you too. We’ll all look forward to 
seeing you there. Please spread the word – we’d love to be overwhelmed with 
customers and have a chance to entice them to join the Friends as they stock up.

As you will note from the report on the Mount Hotham trip in this edition, the 
long-awaited trip to the high country went ahead with an enthusiastic group of 32 
participants. Our thanks must go to Alex Stalder who not only organised and led 
the tour, but who developed an effective COVID safe plan – put to the test when 
one participant tested positive and another developed COVID after the trip. The 
preparations and adherence to the COVID plan by everyone ensured containment. 
Alex also needed to step into the role of Botanical guide when the engaged guide 
withdrew due to COVID. A very appreciative Koala stamp for Alex.

One very special gala event to look forward to this year is the launch of the 30-year 
history of the Cranbourne Friends – Of Friends and Gardens, by Carolyn Landon. 
This celebration of the Friends will be on Sunday 15th May when we will unveil 
this very desirable and beautiful publication after a long and dedicated gestation. 
Please watch out for our Quicklink announcements as we bring together the final 
details. Do not miss this one!
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Executive Director’s report   |  Chris Russell

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

Gondwana growing
I just love a before and after photo, especially when 
it comes to the transformational nature of gardens.  
You may recall the image on the cover of the 
summer edition of Naturelink being of the fledgling 
Far North Queensland Cloud Forest section within 
the Gondwana Garden – all soil and mulch and new 
curving path, ready to take wild-collected material 
from the TroMPS (Tropical Mountain Plant Science 
Project) ex situ conservation effort. I couldn’t pass up 
sharing the garden as it stands today, with Spoon Lilies 
Alocasia brisbanensis, Palm Grass, Molineria capitulata,  
Rhododendron lochiae and many other beauties 
becoming the stars of the show. It’s so rewarding to 
see gardens grow, especially so when the landscape is 
contributing to a broader conservation outcome.

Eco-tourism infrastructure projects
Our suite of State government-funded projects 
(Regional eco-tourism COVID stimulus funding) is 
progressing well, with several elements being tendered 
for construction and others in the final stages of 
design. The Boon Wurrung Café refurbishment is 
partially completed with new carpet installed, painting 
completed and clear glass doors to the Tarnuk Room 
opening up the view to the entry foyer and landscape 
beyond. Service counter changes will happen over the 
coming months, along with a new service counter in 
the Gardens Shop. Do drop in to enjoy a coffee or lunch 
from our talented team at Atlantic Group, our food and 
beverage partners at Cranbourne Gardens.

Access improvements funded within the project 
include the (much-needed) installation of a series of 
brown tourism road signs in the region surrounding 
the Gardens, making the site easier to find.  We are 
working with TCL on the design for the new western 
entry. The aim is to provide a more appropriate arrival 
point to a world-class botanic garden (obviously!) but 
also to reduce the ease with which some people use 
Philip Moors Drive as a cut-through, often at speed and 
posing risk to other visitors and wildlife. The sealing of 
the main car park will commence shortly also.

I won’t run through all of the projects now but 
look forward to sharing updates and images over 
the coming months as we move fully into the 
implementation phase.

Recycled Irrigation Water (RIW) opening
A final note on our big capital projects agenda is that 
we are now using treated recycled water from the 
Carrum Downs Eastern Treatment Plant to irrigate 
the Australian Garden. Being free from reliance on 
reticulated potable water for irrigation is a great 

Far North Queensland Cloud 
Forest section, Gondwana 
Garden. Top: October 2021. 
Bottom: February 2022.
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step forward in our sustainability 
agenda, with the project including 
installation of solar panels on the 
main office. The water treatment 
plant was officially opened on 18 
February by the Hon Harriet Shing 
MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Water, accompanied 
by Cranbourne member the Hon 
Pauline Richards MP.

Victorian Tourism Awards
I am delighted to let you know that 
RBGV recently won Gold in the 
Major Tourist Attraction category 
at the Victorian Tourism Awards for 
the second year running. All of us 
involved in the Gardens, from Board 
to staff to volunteers, can be very proud of a lovely summary provided in 
the judge’s citation:
 

For 175 years, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria has delivered exceptional 
tourism experiences at two iconic gardens: a heritage-listed landscape 
in Melbourne and an award-winning contemporary native garden, set 
within remnant bushland at Cranbourne.

The organisation is known for innovative engagement programs 
that highlight the role of nature in community wellbeing, whilst 
fostering social inclusion for community benefit. It is also dedicated to 
stimulating conservation action, lifelong learning and unique memories 
for visitors of all ages.

With enhanced hospitality and retail services and many beautiful new 
landscapes, visitors are showing a renewed love affair with Victoria’s 
most prized tourism attraction.

We now go into the running for the QANTAS Australian Tourism Awards in 
March – fingers crossed!

7th Global Botanic Gardens Congress
After a couple of false starts due to the global impacts of COVID-19, we 
are now ‘all systems go’ for the 7th Global Botanic Gardens Congress 
being hosted by RBGV from 25 to 29 September 2022. The international 
congress will bring botanic gardens’ professionals together for the first 
time since the previous congress held in Geneva in 2017 and will focus on 
how botanic gardens can play a greater role is shaping a sustainable future 
under the overarching theme, Influence and Action: Botanic Gardens as 
Agents of Change.  

The program will include a range of stimulating one-day field trip options, 
including visits to both Cranbourne and Melbourne Gardens as well as 
regional gardens and attractions, followed by a three-day program at the 
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. It is a great opportunity 
to showcase our city, our region, our gardens and our flora, and for this 
reason (along with the screen fatigue many of us are experiencing after 
two years of Zoom and Teams!) the organising committee has decided 
not to provide an online/virtual conference option. For more details visit 
www.7gbgc.org.

Official opening of the water 
treatment plant - Chris 
Russell Executive Director 
Cranbourne Gardens, Chris 
Trotman Chairperson, Hon 
Harriet Shing MP, Hon 
Pauline Richards MP, Tim 
Entwisle Director and Chief 
Executive.
Photo: Mathew Lynn

http://www.7gbgc.org
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Contact:
Marjanne Rook

growing.friends@
rbgfriendscranbourne.
org.au 

9769 7881

Growing Friends | Marjanne Rook

The Growing Friends are back. Our nursery is open to Cranbourne 
Friends members on Thursdays between 10am and 2pm. It is 
wonderful to have people visit us to look over and purchase our 
plants. We are looking forward to our Plant Sale on 19-20 March, 
but please do not visit us on the Thursday before the Plant Sale as 
we will be too busy. 

Returning pots to Growing Friends
Last year and recently we have been inundated with pots of 
various sizes with many unsuitable or surplus to our requirements. 
We only want our small standard pots returned; if you have some 
we would love to have them back. Wanted pots are the small, 
round 75mm (3 inch) diam. pots and the 40–50mm sq. x 120mm 
long forestry tubes. Bring them to the nursery on your next visit. 
Unwanted labels are also welcome. We are there on Thursdays 
from 10am to 2pm or leave them at the gate any other day. 

What do you do with unwanted pots?
Most people like to recycle used pots and so do the Growing 
Friends. When we had a lot of unwanted pots last year, it was time 
for a big pot sort-out and as keen recyclers, we took numerous 
large bags of unwanted pots to an all Australian, polymer recycling 
facility where they and other items are pelletized to be used for 
new items. We purchase our standard new pots manufactured from 
these pellets.

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 

Polymer Processors
11 Japaddy St 
Braeside, VIC 3195.
Hours: 7am-5pm 
Monday to Friday.
Office Hours: 7:30am 
– 3:00pm Monday to Friday
Phone:  9587 5119
Email: info@polymerprocessors.com.
au
Website: polymerprocessors.com.au

The Elliot Centre is once again available for Friends 
to use, as the staff have vacated the Centre.

At the time of writing, Friends using the centre 
need to be fully vaccinated to use the building.  
 

Elliot Centre

You may have an accumulation of pots in your 
garage or behind the garden shed – some people 
have had one for years. If you have an excess 
of pots drop them off at ‘Polymer Processors’  
recycling depot. But it may be best to combine 
your pots with those of a neighbour, friend 
and relative to make your trip worthwhile. 
The processors accept numbers 2,4,5 and 6 
plastics, which include flower pots, car bumpers, 
microwavable food containers, buckets, homeware 
(washing baskets, storage containers etc.) pipe, 
wheelie bins, etc. (see website). With permission 
from the company, their details are listed at right.

mailto:growing.friends%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:growing.friends%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:growing.friends%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:info%40polymerprocessors.com.au%20?subject=
mailto:info%40polymerprocessors.com.au%20?subject=
http://polymerprocessors.com.au
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Face to face meetings proved impossible in November and December 
2021.

However, members have continued to keep in touch and pursue their 
photographic interests and have published some of their work in issues 
of the ‘Cranbourne Lens’, our monthly newsletter, which has now 
reached twenty-two issues.

2022 commenced with four members meeting at the Elliot Centre for 
our January meeting and having a successful outing in the Australian 
Garden photographing a variety of flowering plants and wildlife.

Some members also attended the Friends tour to Mt Hotham in January.

Friends in Focus - Judith Cooke

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS

FIGS is now meeting twice a month, on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
mornings of each month.  A number of the group have been 
requesting more opportunities for FIGS to meet each month, and 
the horticulture staff are very happy to have an extra day’s help in 
the Gardens.  Sue Spicer will coordinate the 3rd Tuesday group so 
enquiries for that day can be directed to her.  

People are welcome to attend either, or both days each month and 
can change days across months, as we realise people travel and have 
other commitments. 

We meet outside the Visitor Centre at about 9.15 am and help 
the Gardens Horticulture team until 12.30 pm.  We then finish the 
day with lunch in the café.  We are always happy to welcome new 
members.  
 
In January and in February, FIGS people helped clean up the Red 
Sand Garden.  The Australian Garden looks so different from the 
middle of the Red Sand Garden.  Lucky us!  Jean Wallis reported 
that the Red Sand Garden was looking good and that horticulturist 
Mathieu Lascostes was very happy.  

If you are interested in joining the group on the 1st Tuesday you can 
contact Christine Kenyon: mobile 0438 345 589.
If you are interested in joining the group on the 3rd Tuesday you can 
contact Sue Spicer:  mobile 0434 977 477
Or email: figs@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Contact:
Christine Kenyon (first 
Tuesdays)
0438 345 589
OR
Sue Spicer (third 
Tuesdays)
0434 977477

fi gs@
rbgfriendscranbourne.
org.au

Friends in the Garden - Christine Kenyon

Friends in Focus

2nd Saturday of the 
month, Elliot Centre

Times:
9.30am 
October to March
(Daylight saving time)
 
2.00pm
April to September

Scaevola albida                           Brachyscome multifida               Corymbia ficifolia.
Photos: Judith Cooke, 2022

FiGs March 2021 Emily 
Smith and Barrie Gallacher. 

Photo: Christine Kenyon

mailto:figs@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au 
mailto:figs%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:figs%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
mailto:figs%40rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au?subject=
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Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria has won gold in the Major Tourist 
Attractions category at the Victorian Tourism Awards, for the 
second year in a row.

The Victorian Tourism Industry Council (VTIC) judges selected 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria from many outstanding 
competitors based on its achievements in areas of tourism, 
business planning, marketing, customer service and sustainability.

‘Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria is thrilled to win Victoria’s Major Tourism Attraction Award for the 
second time in a row. These last few years have reinforced just how important parks and gardens 
are to us, whether locals or tourists, and our two sensational botanic gardens – at Melbourne and 
Cranbourne – are among the best in the world,’ says Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive.  

‘And there is more to come. We have big events planned for both Gardens, including a first for 
Australia, Lightscape. This illuminated light trail builds on the success of Fire Gardens and offers 
yet another incentive for Victorians and tourists from around the world to visit Melbourne and 
experience our beautiful Melbourne Gardens. It will bring more people to Victoria in winter and 
provide a new night-time attraction. Both Gardens attract interstate and overseas visitors, with a 
combined figure of over 1.5 million people having visited one of the Gardens last year.’

RBGV wins Major Tourism Award for 
the second year in a row

Social media pioneers to step 
down
In 2015, Amy Akers joined the Friends Committee and 
one of her first actions was to get the Friends to start 
using social media. Chloe Foster has been a staunch 
ally and supporter of this endeavour throughout. 
These enterprising young women established our 
Facebook and Instagram accounts from scratch 
at a time when communication with a younger 
demographic was lacking in a number of established 
Friends groups. 

At the end of January this year, the number of people following the Friends on Instagram has 
grown to 5,215, while Facebook followers have grown to 3,738. Our Instagram account displays a 
stunning collection of photographs of the Gardens and of native plants, which helps to promote 
our glorious Australian flora here and overseas. To do this, Amy has used many of her own 
beautiful photos as well as those sent by Friends and RBGV staff like Ricardo Simao. Both Amy 
and Chloe are well-qualified in the horticultural field, which has further supported their efforts, 
as accuracy is essential when presenting photographs of flora on behalf of an RBGV-connected 
group.  The Facebook account is now the best way to advertise the Growing Friends plant sales 
and other Friends events to non-members. Social media has become essential for attracting new 
members for the Friends and visitors to the gardens and the Friends will continue and maintain 
the social media sites into the future.

Meanwhile over the years both women have been involved as presenters for several Friends events 
and it is hoped that they will continue to appear in this capacity or in any role they feel interested 
in undertaking.

The Friends Committee congratulates Amy and Chloe on their achievements in the sphere of social 
media and commends their attempts to bring the Friends into a more up-to-date space. 
Thank you, Amy and Chloe. You are inspiring!

(L-R) Amy Akers and Chloe Foster with 
Angus Stewart, at the Kangaroo Paw Festival 
in 2016.

RBGV celebrated its 175th birthday in 
2021.
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Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens 
Visit – Janette Wilson

A quick visit to the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens at the 
beginning of this summer was a purely unplanned but lovely detour 
as we drove through the region. 

This is a small but beautiful indigenous Botanic Garden cleverly 
melded into a little piece of the natural Eurobodalla bush landscape. 
Just two years earlier this tranquil place was a blackened and 
smouldering piece of earth, with the hard work of many volunteers 
and staff reduced to smoke and ash. It was just one small patch 
engulfed by the massive inferno that was the devastating bushfires 
of 2020. A fire that scarred our nation and the media relentlessly 
streamed into our homes as we all watched on helplessly.

Small signs of the devastation still linger everywhere in this beautiful 
regional garden. If not for the charred bark on the trees, the bursting 
epicormic buds still rallying their blackened trunks back to life two 
years on, the burnt rails of the bridge that once bore people across 
the cool shady gully towards the amphitheatre rest on the gully 
edges, and the blistered walking trail posts still valiantly guiding you 
through the gardens, you could be forgiven for missing the signs that 
there had been such a devastating fire here. 

Many of the plants have recovered and are thriving, the bordering 
bushland has come back and along with that the wildlife is returning. 
Slowly the damage is being reclaimed by the plants, the staff and the 
volunteers, working hard to rebuild their piece of paradise for others 
to enjoy once again.

For a small garden with many passionate volunteers but little funding 
it will take time to erase the lingering reminders, but the replacement 
works go on and the garden is thriving again. I know the Friends of 
Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens have a thing or two to share 
with us about resilience and renewal. 

Eurobodalla 
Regional Botanic 
Gardens following 
the bush fire in 
January 2020.  
Photos: Michael 
Anlezark (Manager, 
Eurobodalla 
Regional Botanic 
Gardens).

Above, Eurobodalla Regional 
Botanic Gardens January 2022 .  
Photos: Janette Wilson

Below, Eurobodalla is near 
Narooma, New South Wales.
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Australian Association of Friends of 
Botanic Gardens Biennial Conference
Friday 29 April 2022 to 1 May 2022
Where: Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Garden
This year the Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens 
(AAFBG) is hosting their biennial conference at the Eurobodalla 
Botanic Gardens. Professor Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, will be the Keynote Speaker. 

After the devastating bushfire that tore through the Eurobodalla 
region, the theme for this year’s conference, Thriving Together: 
Resilience and Renewal in a Changing World, seems particularly apt 
and Friends of Botanic Gardens across Australia are invited to come 
along and explore the concepts of resilience and renewal together. 

There is an opportunity to tour the predominantly Australian native 
garden on Horse Island created by Christina and Trevor Kennedy. The 
conference also provides opportunities for participants to hear from 
engaging speakers, to reflect and share their own experiences, and to 
connect with other Friends and enjoy some time in the region. 

Bookings and further information can be found here:
https://www.erbg.org.au/News-and-events/Upcoming-events/
calendar/aafbg-biennial-conference 

https://friendsbotanicgardens.org/

Signs of the 2019 fire persist, 
at the Eurobodalla Regional 
Botanic Gardens.  
Photos: Janette Wilson

There were times over summer when our gardens were desperate for a good sprinkle like 
the Maranoa Botanic Gardens received this time last year! Hope you enjoy the quiz as much 
as the plants enjoy a late Summer rain shower! 

1. This is Victoria’s floral emblem, the common heath. What is its scientific name and what 
does the specific epithet (second name) allude to?

2. This Crowea cultivar is named after one of Australia’s most influential landscape 
designers. Born in Yorkshire but trained at Burnley College, her notable local designs include 
parts of the  garden at Cruden Farm, Langwarrin. What is the plant’s name and who is it 
named after?

3. Found in the mallee and heathland of Western Victoria and into South Australia, this 
Banksia is named for its habitat (common name) and attractive appearance (scientific 
name). What are its names? 

Friend Quiz 7  | Charles Young

Quiz continues on page 11

https://www.erbg.org.au/News-and-events/Upcoming-events/calendar/aafbg-biennial-conference
https://www.erbg.org.au/News-and-events/Upcoming-events/calendar/aafbg-biennial-conference
https://friendsbotanicgardens.org/ 
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Quiz continues on page 11

Check your answers on page 16

4. This is the flower of Melastoma affine, which produces a blue-black edible fruit. What is 
the common name of this plant and where does the name come from?

5. This is Rhododendron viriosum, one of Australia’s two native rhododendrons. What is 
the other, better known species and who is honoured in its specific epithet?

6. This is Hibbertia scandens or snake vine, named after George Hibbert, a patron of 
botany. Some taxonomists are pushing for a change to the genus name. Why?

7. These are the flowers of cockies’ tongue, a coastal Western and South Australian plant in 
the Fabaceae family. What is the scientific name of the plant, who is it named after and why 
is it called cockies’ tongue? 

8. This is the dainty flower of Myoporum acuminatum or pointed boobialla. What does the 
genus name Myoporum allude to and what is the origin of the common name?

Friend Quiz 7  continued

Vale Max Kennedy

The Cranbourne Friends note the passing of 
Max Kennedy, the much-loved husband of our 
long-serving secretary, Helen Kennedy. We 
mourn his passing and offer our condolences to 
Helen and her family.
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BOOK 
REVIEW

Trevor Blake’s new book, Lantern Bushes of Australia, is the first detailed 
publication on this group of plants. It includes all Australian species in 
seven genera in the Lasiopetaleae tribe of the Hibiscus family, namely 
Thomasia, Androcalva, Commersonia, Guichenotia, Lasiopetalum, 
Lysiosepalum and Seringia. 

For each of the 196 taxa covered in the book, a description of the 
plant is provided, as well as cultivation notes, distribution and habitat 
information, distinguishing features and etymology. Each plant is 
illustrated with Trevor’s exquisite black and white drawings and, in many 
cases, with colour photographs.

The book aims to be both a field guide and a horticultural guide, and 
it achieves both these aims. Botanical keys are provided to enable 
specimens to be identified by genus, and then to species level. Extensive 
notes are provided in relation to cultivation, and also propagation 
requirements for each species.

Trevor emphasises the importance of conservation, with the possibility 
of extinction being very real for some species where there are small 
populations in the wild and climate change and bushfires are taken into 
account. He stresses the importance of these rarities being grown in public 
botanic gardens and in private gardens. But it would appear that there is 
much more that can be done in this area. Despite the horticultural potential 
of many of the species, Trevor frequently uses phrases such as ‘little known in 
cultivation’, ‘not in cultivation’ or ‘rarely found in cultivation’.

Perhaps Trevor has set a challenge for groups like the Cranbourne Friends to 
grow more Lantern Bushes, especially the less common ones, and to make 
them available to the gardening public at their plant sales. His book provides 
an invaluable source of information in relation to the different species and 
their horticultural and other features.

The publication of this book is the culmination of many years of scholarly 
work by Trevor, in fact he tells me that he first started working on it 
before he had a computer, so everything was written in longhand. Various 
challenges have arisen over the years eg botanical name changes (names like 
Keraudrenia and Rulingia disappeared), but Trevor has addressed all of these 
challenges. The final result is a wonderful publication for which we should 
extend our sincere thanks and congratulations to Trevor.

Lantern Bushes of Australia: Thomasias & 
Allied Genera: A Field and Horticultural 
Guide by Trevor L Blake.  Review by Bill Aitchison

Available from the 
Gardens Shops 
at Cranbourne 
and Melbourne 
Gardens 
for $60.

439 pages, 
Paperback, colour 
photographs, 
black and white 
line drawings.

Below are examples of lantern bushes from ‘Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants’, by W. Rodger 
Elliot and David L. Jones, 9 volumes, 1980-.

Commersonia 
bartramia
Photo: D L Jones

Guichenotia angustifolia
Photo: Rodger Elliot

Guichenotia 
macrantha
Drawing: Trevor L 
Blake

Guichenotia 
sarotes
Photo: Rodger 
Elliot

Thomasia 
stelligera
Drawing: Trevor L 
Blake
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REPORTSBirds of the RBG Cranbourne – extract from 2013 
article from the archives, by Mary Thackeray
Mary Thackeray was a Customer Service Ranger at RBGV Cranbourne for nine 
years and later also Volunteer Coodinator. She is a long term member of the 
Cranbourne Friends. Article extract from Naturelink vol 20, 1 – Summer 2013.

The RBG Cranbourne is one of the largest remaining patches of remnant 
indigenous vegetation in the Port Phillip and Western Port region. It 
provides habitat for many native birds and is important for the conservation 
of bird diversity in this increasingly modified, urbanised area. 

More than 160 species of birds have been recorded on site (probably  closer 
to 190 in 2022), with the great majority being native. This includes birds that 
are now rare or threatened elsewhere in the region. Amongst the species 
listed as threatened under the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
1988 are the Australasian bittern, the painted honeyeater and the blue  billed 
duck. The last of these can sometimes be seen on the top lake of the Wylies 
Creek Wetlands. And, yes, the male really does have a bright blue bill during 
the breeding season.

And of course the Australian Garden is great habitat for certain birds- 
predominantly the New Holland honeyeater and superb fairy wren that are 
not people shy, and some of the water birds. Spotted pardalotes, which nest 
in burrows in earth banks or tree hollows, have made use of drainage holes 
in the wall at the base of Howson Hill in the Australian Garden to nest.

The ducks appreciate  the Melaleuca Spits and the Lily Pad bridge as 
roosting sites at night. The staff who have to clean these areas are very 
happy that the water bodies are not large enough for pelicans or black 
swans, though the latter have been, briefly sighted on the Ian Potter lake 
(and are occasionally seen on the Wylies Creek Wetlands). So come out to 
the bushland, binoculars or camera in hand, but first pick up a bird list from 
the Visitor Centre (contact by email: rbgc@rbg.vic.gov.au).

New Holland Honeyeater
Photo: Mack Fenwick

Eastern Spinebill
Photo: Mack Fenwick

Eurasian Coot nesting 
on the Lily Pad bridge.

The Honourable John Landy, President of 
Greening Australia, with Warren Worboys at 

an Arbor Day event on the southern boundary 
at Cranbourne Gardens, in 2001. 

Photo: RBGV

Tribute to John Landy  |  by Rodger Elliot

The death of former State Governor, The Honourable John Landy, 
was announced on 26 February 2022. 

John Landy was the Guest Speaker at the Second Friends of RBG 
Cranbourne Annual Dinner, held on August 1st, 1998.   

His topic was A photographer’s view of nature on a grand and tiny 
scale. It was a very enjoyable and successful evening. 

John was the author of the book, A coastal diary, published in 
1993. 

John was a keen conservationist and his family have requested 
donations in his honour to go to the Australian Conservation 
Foundation.

mailto:rbgc%40rbg.vic.gov.au?subject=
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Saturday 15th January 2022
Perfect weather for a drive to Mount Hotham. Arrive at Kalyna 
Ski Lodge where our group is staying. 
On the ground. A few genera are listed that we saw in each 
place. A more comprehensive trip plant list is being confirmed.

Sunday 16th January 2022
Little Mount ‘Higgi’ Higginbotham. A large knob of rocky land 
located just a short stroll among the ski lodges at the end of the 
village, it is a short but steep and narrow climb. Some people 
chose to go around the base rather than ascend the rocky 
narrow track along the side of the hill and were still rewarded 
with similar vegetation. The track was thankfully slow going as 
many plants were scrutinised in detail along the way. Walking 
poles were the accessory of choice for many. At the top, there 
is a mix of vegetation with some open grassy spaces and the 
occasional snow gum stands. 
On the ground: Celmisia, Pterostylis, Scleranthus, Ranunculus, 
Stellaria, Senecio, Olearia, Microseris and Goodenia.

The Cross. A short drive from the lodge to the open area around 
The Cross saw us wandering the top of Mount Hotham with 
relish. The mountain revealed an exciting orchid species and 
some other interesting plants. As this is the top of the mountain 
there are many low windswept plants. Here we found some 
damp valley areas full of interesting species. Across the road on 
the slope towards the fire lookout tower, we found some very 
different vegetation. Windswept and pruned by harsh conditions, 
most plants were hugging the ground here. A defiant orchid 
Prasophyllum suttonii thrust skyward, the only one of its kind 
on this part of the mountain. Across the table to the top of 
Mount Hotham and the Fire Lookout, large patches of Ewartia 
were everywhere around the stone markers and tower. We took 
several group photos here. 
On the ground: Ewartia, Scleranthus, Kunzea muelleri, Stylidium, 
Oxylobium

Mount Feathertop walk. This was a whole day for some as they 
tried to reach the summit. Others went halfway while a smaller 
group did an easier 2km trip. Everyone was pleased with their 
achievements and those that didn’t go the whole way spent the 
afternoon at Wire Plain and the Dargo Loop. At Wire Plain there 
is an open woodland with a track (Dargo Loop) that leads past 
a glamping area of tents suspended between trees, and on to a 
cliff top view of the Dargo Valley. The loop included some very 
boggy areas.
On the ground: Celmisia, Oxylobium, Arthropodium, Geranium.

Dinner Plain Village
Meeting at the Dinner Plain car park, everyone was surprised 
at how foggy it was, as the Ski Lodge higher up had been in 
sunshine. Dew-drenched spider webs suspended like diamond 
necklaces in the trees attracted a lot of interest. Smaller flowers 
in the roadside verge included exciting new sightings, like a 
ground-cover Geranium, some orchids and a Coprosma. Across 
the road was the first sighting of Lobelia pratia, and of the 

Mt Hotham 2022 diary - by the participants 

Group on Mt Feathertop short 
walk.

Arthropodium milleflorum, 
(Pale Vanilla Lily) is found at 
nearly every site.

Mist lingers late into morning at 
Dinner Plain.

View over the mountains from 
Kalyna Lodge.
All photos Janette Wilson.
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REPORTSREPORTS
Davesia. Later the fog lifted, and the village store was flat out 
making us all lunch and coffees. An afternoon walk around the 
village and down to the falls provided a pleasant afternoon as 
we found some more new plants. 
On the ground: Bulbine bulbosa, Callistemon pityoides, Rubus 
parvifolius (Native Raspberry).

Bindi, Bentley’s Plain, not quite Nunneong.  We turned off the 
road towards Bindi and travelled on to meet an old “Friend” 
Lynn Lochrie. Lynn is a Cranbourne Friend who was involved 
and ran the Basketry group for several years. Lynn was kind 
enough to meet us along the road and lead us to her house 
to show us her Xanthorrhoea (Grass Tree) hillside. The road 
into Lynn’s hillside was more 4WD track than road and with a 
water crossing which was a little slippery. She talked about her 
problems with deer and deer hunters, and she wears bright 
clothing when out there. The hill proved very steep, but most 
braved the heights and scaled the hill to get a close-up look at 
the magnificent Grass Trees, apparently unusual for this area.
On the ground: Xanthorrhoea, Glycine, Ferns, Eucalyptus, 
Arthropdium

The road into Bentley’s Plain presented another change of 
scenery from the alpine country we had so far been immersed 
in. Far more mountainous and shaded with interesting new 
vegetation to whet our appetite. We convoyed along a 
mountainside road that was being graded. We met the grader 
coming down the road but managed to pass without event.  
The Moscow Villa Hut was being spruced up by DSE with 
whipper snippers and lawnmowers, so we moved on to the 
next parking area and made for Bentley’s Plain to spot some 
new wildflowers. Although the track started with a boardwalk it 
soon petered out into the usual track on the ground which was 
very wet, most of us got wet one way or another. A short loop 
at the end of the first track took us down to the river which was 
running full and fast. On the bank were several larger shrubs 
including a Leptospermum sporting reddish foliage. 

On the ground: Along the roadside we found Eucalyptus 
regnans, various ferns and finally saw some Podolepis at their 
peak and Eucalyptus stellulata, Black Sallee. Amongst the snow 
grass and along the track were Acrothamnus and Trachymene, 
Hakea, Scaevola, Epacris, Greenhood orchid, Viola, Lobelia, and 
Lomatia. A keen-eyed Mick noticed the Victorian Christmas 
Bush, Prostanthera lassianthos still in flower (hiding in shrubs).

We returned to Moscow Villa Hut for lunch. Alex shared a brief 
history about the builder, Thomas William (Bill) Ah Chow which 
can be found here:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_William_Ah_Chow 
After a pleasant lunch under the trees beside the villa we 
found another loop track to tackle which was short but easy 
to traverse and had a plethora of beautiful plants to botanise. 
Some relished in the cool babble of the creek that rushed 
underfoot as they crossed the wooden bridge, while others 
enjoyed the mosses and tiny gardens created by nature along 
the boughs of trees and fallen logs. A lucky few saw a pair of 
Gang Gang Cockatoos in the treetops. All enjoyed the cool 
mountain air and stunning vegetation; some were lucky enough 
to spot an Anenome Stinkhorn. 

Lankey Plain group

Above: Lyn Lochrie property with 
Xanthorrhoea (I think australis). 
Below, Bentley's Plain boardwalk. 

Rubus parvifolius (Native Raspberry) 
bud at Dinner Plain.

Sunset viewed over the mountains 
from the Kalyna Lodge.

Article continues on page 16

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_William_Ah_Chow  


1616

Cranbourne Friends Committee

President: Erin Cosgriff                              0419 518 621 
 
Secretary: Jennifer Potten    0409 436 181 

Vice President: Rosemary Miller                  0422 893 745

Treasurer: Richard Clarke       0418 148 792

Membership Secretary: Alexandra Stalder  0431 025 733 
                        membership@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

RBGV Representative: Chris Russell  5990 2200

General Committee: 

 Barbara Jeffrey   0408 564 379  
 Helen Kennedy   0419 125 800  
 Alexandra Stalder  0431 025 733 
 Janette Wilson   0477 711 569  
 
The General Committee meets on the second Thursday of 
the month (except January).

Booking Officer: 
 Ros Shepherd      5932 5611                   
  bookings@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Events Subcommittee: 
 Barbara Jeffrey   Lyn Blackburne  
            Ian Chisholm    Rodger Elliot  
 Mick Robertson    Ros Shepherd  
 Helen Morrow   Tim Morrow

Naturelink Editor:  
 Rosemary Miller                         0422 893 745 
 editor@rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au

Quicklink Editor:  
 Janette Wilson   0477 711 569

Social Media Convenor:  
 To be appointed

A1. This is Epacris impressa. While it is impressive, its specific epithet alludes to something more distinctive, the small 

impressions at the base of each of the joined petals making up the floral tube (look closely and you will see them).    

A2. This is Crowea exalata ‘Edna Walling’ named for Edna Margaret Walling. Aside from her fame as a landscape 

designer, Walling was a successful writer and photographer and an active conservationist. 

A3. This is the desert Banksia or Banksia ornata (Latin ornata: adorned, decorated, ornate, alluding to the showy 

inflorescence).

A4. The common name for the plant is ‘Blue tongue’, as eating the berries stains the tongue blue!

A5. The other species is Rhododendron lochiae (originally lochae), named by Ferdinand von Mueller in honour of Lady 

Elizabeth Loch, a patron of Victorian horticulture and wife of the Governor of Victoria from 1884–9, Lord Henry Loch. 

A6. Hibbert’s wealth was derived from the transatlantic slave trade and the exploitation of slaves on his New World 

sugar plantations. Some taxonomists want to remove the names of ‘unworthy people’ from the plant lexicon, his 

included. Noting that the rules don’t allow this (for obvious reasons), they are advocating changing the rules. 

A7. This is Templetonia retusa, named by Robert Brown for the naturalist John Templeton, the ‘Father of Irish Botany.’ 

The rounded, narrowly notched (Latin retusa) keel of the flower resembles a cockatoo’s tongue. 

A8. Myoporum (Gk. myo closed + poros hole) alludes to the closed appearance of the glands on the stems and leaves. 

‘Boobialla’ is a corruption of the Tasmanian Aboriginal name for coastal wattle, later applied as a common name to 

Myoporum species.

Answers to Friend Quiz 7 on pages 10-11
Thank you Charles Young for testing our plant and language knowledge again.

On the ground: Various ground and Tree Ferns, lichens and mosses, Chiloglottis valida, 
Wahlenbergia, Tasmannia, Eucalyptus regnans, Prostanthera, Hypoxis, and Aseroe.

Dargo High Plains Road Lankey Plain Hut, Mount Loch
A short drive to Dargo High Plains Road, a slightly steep unmade road and we arrived at Lankey 
Plain. The land around Lankey Plain Hut has been used for summer grazing since 1888 and is 
covered in snow every winter. Today we used it for our wildflower search. 

We crossed a pretty stream and were delighted by the sight of some Xerochrysum opening their 
faces to the sun. Most went out onto the plain to explore. I spent a long time watching a pair of 
Jacky Winter (Microeca ascinans) feeding their young in a nest they had made in a fallen log. The 
back and forth of their busy foraging and the pipping of their offspring on the parents approach 
was a delightful way to pass the time waiting for people to return from their walk onto the plain. 

Others went out to Mt Loch while I stayed around the lodge and looked at the Chiloglottis valida 
(Bird Orchids) I had missed earlier. 
On the ground: Psychrophila, Poa sp. Snow grass. 

Mt Hotham 2022 diary continues
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